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With greetings from Zaire 


Greetings in the Lord from 
Kavuo and Marthe in Zaire! 
Kavuo Mbusa was the 
Mothers’ Union worker for 
the Diocese of Bukavu, but 
is now in Bangui, Central 
African Republic, where she 
and her pastor husband are 
doing further studies on a 
grant from CMS Australia. 
Kavuo is pictured by Gill 
Poole of CMS outside the 
cathedral at Essence, 
Bukavu, with a colleague’s 
daughter, Marthe. 

Diocesan links 

Trouble has flared recently 
in Zaire’s capital Kinshasa, 
and other main towns like 
Kisangani in the north, and 
Lubumbashi in the south. 
Soldiers went on the rampage 
in protest about poor pay 
caused by Zaire’s desperate 
economic problems, and in 
the midst of the violence 
several expatriates had to 


come away. Martin Jennings, 
of CMS, works for Kisangani 
Diocese on development pro- 
grammes but has come home 
to Amersham with his wife 
Joanna and their daughter 
Naomi, where they are wait- 
ing to hear that it is safe to 
return. 

CAZ (the Anglican Church 
in Zaire) identifies very 
strongly with the Church of 
England, and the Christians 


are always eager to send 
their greetings to the 
Christians here. On Febru- 
ary 23, Revd Methusela 
Munzenda Musubaho will 
be consecrated bishop of the 
new Diocese of Butembo and 
in May 1992 CAZ is to 
become a new Province of 
the Anglican Church of 
which Bishop Patrice Njojo 
of Boga-Zaire is Archbishop- 
elect. 


The Mothers’ Union in 
the Oxford Diocese has 
strong links with the MU in 
two dioceses in Zaire — 
Kisangani and Boga-Zaire. 
The link is just one of many 
between this Diocese and 
Christians throughout the 
world. For St Andrew’s tide 
(November 30) this issue is a 
celebration of these 
partnerships in the body of 
Christ. 
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^ Sharing the Good News in the Decade of Evangelism 


A unique shop, to excite the senses: 

Rugs, quilts, cushions, containers, lighting. 



And more. 

Craft made; skilfully designed; affordable. 

OXFORD: KING EDWARD ST (JUST OFF HIGH) 
WOODSTOCK: ON THE A44 
CHELTENHAM: REGENT ARCADE 
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From 


The Cathedral was packed 
for Evensong on October 3, 
when the Very Revd John 
Henry Drury was installed 
as the new Dean of Christ 
Church, Oxford. 

Previously Dean and 
Chaplain of King’s College, 
Cambridge, he is the latest 
of a line of Deans stretching 
from the foundation of the 
College in 1525. His prede- 
cessors include Dean Liddell 
(father of the real Alice) 
and Dean Fell, who in 1676 
combined the office with 
that of Bishop of Oxford. 

The Dean has a double 
office. He is in charge of 
the Cathedral and also the 
academic head of the Col- 
lege. 

Although this was essen- 
tially a University occasion 
in the life of a building 
which doubles as a college 
chapel and a cathedral 
church, the congregation in- 
cluded representatives from 
both the Diocese and the 
City. Besides Bishop Rich- 
ard and the Area Bishops, 
those present included the 
Vice-Chancellor and the 
Proctors of the University, 
the Lord Lieutenant of Ox- 
fordshire, Sir Ashby Ponson- 
by, the Lord Mayor and the 
Sheriff of the City of Oxford, 
and the legal officers of the 
Diocese. 

After the first lesson 
(Ecclesiastes: ‘For every- 

thing there is a season’) the 
Precentor, the Revd John 
Bomyer, conducted the 
Dean from the back of the 
Cathedral to the Chancel 
and presented him to the 
Sub-Dean, the Right Revd 


King’s to Christ Church 


Canon Ronald Gordon, who 
read the mandate from the 
Queen, the Visitor to the 
Cathedral. The Sub-Dean 
then took the new Dean by 
the right hand and placed 
him in his stall with the 
words: “By virtue of this 
mandate and the authority 
committed to me, I instal 
you ...” The choir sang to 
Byrd and Mozart, the organ 
played Bach, the bells pealed 
out and the congregation 
emerged into Tom Quad 
and the warm October sun- 
shine after yet another mile- 
stone in the life of our 
Cathedral. 

Pictured (left to right) 
are: Canon John Fenton, 
the former Sub-Dean, Canon 
Oliver O’Donovan, Regius 
Professor of Pastoral and 
Moral Theology, the Very 
Revd John Drury, the new 
Dean, the Venerable Frank 
Weston, Archdeacon of Ox- 
ford, the Bishop of Oxford, 
Canon Martin Peirce, the 
Director of Ordinands, Peter 
Boydell, QC, Chancellor of 
the Diocese of Oxford, and 
Bishop Ronald Gordon, the 
new Sub-Dean and former 
Bishop at Lambeth. 


Corrections 

Our apologies to Philip Ringer, who 
will serve in Chalfont St Peter and 
not Chalfont St Giles as stated in 
last month's DOOR. 

And to Mrs Patricia Newton, not 
Nugent as we printed last month. 
The Oxford Diocesan Guild of Church 
Bell Ringers' 1992 calendar is avail- 
able from Mrs Newton at 44 St 
George's Hill, Widmer End, High 
Wycombe, Bucks HP15 6BE. And to 
James Ramsay. The Anal phrase of 
his comments should have read 
amoral excitement and conflict. 



School debate heats up 


Around 150 representatives from Church 
schools. County schools and parish councils 
met on Saturday October 12 at Cumnor CE 
Controlled Primary School for a conference 
on The Future of Village Primary Schools. 

James Kennedy, Senior Manager, Local 
Government Studies of the Audit Comission, 
received a critical reception as he explained 
the Audit Commission’s reports on primary 
schools emphasising the higher cost of 
small schools and the number of empty 
classrooms across the country. 

Oxfordshire’s Chief Education Officer, 
Mrs. Jo Stephens, spoke of the education 
needs of schools and pupils. She considerd 
that more, rather than fewer resources 
were needed in Oxfordshire schools. The 
Assistant Chief Education Officer, John 
Christie, explained Oxfordshire County 


Council’s financial problems resulting from 
the government’s ‘Standing Spending As- 
sessments’, which suggested that Oxfordshire 
is spending too much on education, and 
threats of ‘charge capping’. It was emphasi- 
sed that the central administration of 
education had been, and would continue to 
be cut far more than schools’ budgets. 

The Diocesan Director of Education 
(Schools), The Revd Tony Williamson, 
suggested that the main threat to rural 
schools came from ‘mobile parents’ who 
could drive their children to the school of 
their choice. He said the Diocese wanted to 
maintain strong rural schools, and hoped 
that this could be achieved either by 
committed co-operation through clustering, 
or through amalgamation. 



In a sermon preached in 
front of the newly-construct- 
ed Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone in Milton 
Keynes, the Bishop of Ox- 
ford praised the work of all 
involved in getting the new 
City Church so far towards 
completion. “I am enthusi- 
astic about Milton Keynes,’’ 
said the Bishop. “I am no 
less enthusiastic about the 
Church in Milton Keynes, 
which from the first has 
worked ecumenically”. Since 
the City Church Appeal was 
launched in July 1988, 
£1.870m has been raised. 
Now, only £130,000 is need- 
ed to complete this unique 
“ecumenical cathedral’’ 
which will open for worship 
in March 1992. You can 
‘Buy a Brick’ for £5, or a 
miniature 1920 Ford Model 
T* van emblazoned with 
the City Church dome and 
cross at just £4.99, fully 
gift-wrapped. Or you can 
send a donation to the 
Appeals Office, Saxon 
Court, 502 Avebury Boul- 
evard, Central Milton 
Keynes MK9 3HS. 





|^hisJ|hers 


Present the couple with their 
heritage. Both family trees re- 
searched. 

Illuminated pedigree drawn. 
Family history book prepared. 




Ring or Write for 
free brochure: 071 485 4953 
31 Prince of Wales Road, London NW5 3LH 


FAIR PRINT 

(HIGH WYCOMBE) LTD 

AN EXCELLENT COLLECTION OF WEDDING STA TIONERY 
TO VIEW IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR HOME IN THE 
AREA OF BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

Tel: (024024) 5381 

Stocking Lane, Hughenden Valley 
High Wycombe, Bucks 


FfcAMEK^ 

WORKSHOP 

DO-rr- YOURSELF PICTURE FRAMING 

Regular and Express Bespoke Service also available. 
TUES-FRI 12-8, SAT 12-6 

OXFORD 

( 0865 ) 244730 

2A RANDOLPH STREET, COWLEY ROAD, OXFORD 




OLD BRIDWELL 

In the grounds of a regency mansion 


Old Bridwell nestles in the vast grounds of one of the largest 
privately owned estates in the West country, Bridwell Park, which 
covers some 600 acres bordering the tiny village of Uffculme deep in 
the Devonshire countryside. 

Old Bridwell was originally a small hamlet housing the many 
workers who served the estate. It has now been tastefully and 
sympathetically restored to offer elegant, spacious and luxurious self- 
catering holiday accommodation in an idyllic country setting. 

Forming a courtyard around the old thatched pump house, each of 
the 14 fully-furnished luxury cottages have been individually styled 
and colour co-ordinated to provide the very best of modern living 
whilst retaining their original charm. 

Inside each cottage can be found everything to make your stay as 
relaxing and comfortable as possible. Every kitchen is Killy-fitted to 
a very high standard as are all en-suite and family bathrooms. Each 
cottage is gas centrally heated and open fireplaces have been 
retained to provide traditional warmth and comfort. No additional 
charge is made for the use of gas and electricity during your stay. 

The landscaped grounds include the original walled fruit garden now 
restored with box hedges, gravel paths, cordons of apple trees and 
fruit bushes. If you prefer privacy, you can relax in the seclusion of 
your own garden. 

Garaging is provided and all of the cottages take advantage of the 
security system giving entry/exit control of the main gates via a 
monitor screen and speaker system. 



The Old Well is approximately 1 mile from Old Bridwell, open: 
from 8.00am to 8.00pm and offers a supermarket, newsagent 
tobacconist, filling station, garden centre, gift shop, tea shop an< 
take-away home-cooked cakes and sandwiches. 

We are able to recommend to you some of the finest loca 
restaurants such as Galgani’s Italian restaurant and The Dee 
Park Hotel at Honiton or for home cooking, Rullands a 
Willand. 

For the more energetic guest, horse riding and golf are availabl 
locally and for the trout fisherman, Bridwell Park Estate has th 
fishing rights to approximately 1 mile of the River Culm. 

If you decide to use Old Bridwell as a base for a touring holida 
then there are many areas of special interest such as Exmoor an 
Dartmoor National Parks, The Blackdown Hills (designated s 
an area of outstanding beauty) and Exeter with its impressiv 
Cathedral. Lace making at Honiton, the picturesque mark< 
town of Tiverton, Taunton famous for cider or the beautifi 
gardens at Knightshayes which are considered one of the be: 
examples of an English country garden. Cheddar Gorgi 
Wookey Hole and the clean beaches of Exmouth, Sidmoutl 
Budleigh Salterton, Branscombe, Seaton and Lyme Reg 
together with the North Devon coast are all within easy reach. 

Our resident manager can provide more detailed information c 
all these places and more. 



SUBSTANTIAL DISCOUNTS ON 
AUTUMN BREAKS 

In addition to the individually styled and colour co-ordinated furnishings, each cottage 
offers the following amenities: 

Oven and Hob • Fridge • Freezer • Washer/Dryer • Filter coffee maker • Glassware 
Full table settings tor 12 guests • Ample kitchen work-top and cupboard space 
Colour television • Bed settee • Luxury bathrooms • Security system with monitor screen 
All pillows, continental quilts, blankets and throwover bedspreads are supplied 

Please write or telephone for our full colour brochure 

The Manager, The Estate Office 
Bridwell Park Estate, Uffculme, Devon EX15 3BU 

Tel: (0883) 744783 
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What are the clergy really for? College aids 

church rebirth 


Church of England congregations 
should be more concerned about the 
needs of those who don’t attend a 
church than about their own, said 
Canon Vincent Strudwick, Principal 
of the Oxford Diocesan Institute and 
Ministry Course. 

He was preaching at the ordination 
service in Dorchester Abbey on Sep- 
tember 29, and called on newly- 
ordained clergy to drop the old 
stereotype of a ‘Vicar’ and be more 
adventurous in being themselves. He 
also asked church members to avoid 
pushing their clergy into a role which 
is irrelevant in today’s world. 

“If a glance at a vicar’s diary 


shows that an inordinate amount of 
time is spent in organizing the fete, 
going to meetings, or even visiting the 
inner core of the committed, then he 
will want to ask: ‘Is that what I was 
ordained for?” said Canon Strudwick. 
He was especially concerned for those 
being ordained as ministers in secular 
employment that their ministry at 
work should not be made impossible 
by having the expectations of ‘Vicar’ 
put on them. 

The common picture of a vicar in 
black and white robes sipping tea is 
outdated, unhelpful and irrelevant. As 
whole human beings, Christian minis- 


ters should reject expectations that 
push them into sexless and arid roles. 
“We are husbands, wives, lovers; we 
are sleepers and dreamers; we are 
perhaps sports people or dancers; we 
are music lovers or poets,” Canon 
Strudwick said. 

The parish and its priest is still the 
lynch-pin of our society but he said: 
“A priest is called not only to feed 
and provide for the Lord’s family, 
but to search for his children in the 
wilderness of this world’s temptations 
and guide them through its con- 
fusions.” This could only happen if 
ministers stop trying to fulfil outdated 
or impossible expectations. 



God against mammon 



When the local MP, Tony Baldry (pictured), 
arrived at St Mary’s Church of England 
Primary School in Chesterton on October 4 
he might well have wondered if he had 
stepped back a century in time. Into the 
garden trooped the 70 pupils in their 
Victorian best. Mr Baldry had come to 
open a converted school house which, 
thanks to close co-operation between the 
Diocese and the local authority, now 
provides music and staff rooms, a kitchen 
for the children’s use, and a community 
room. 


The children dramatized the history of 
the school for a large audience of visitors 
and parents, who learned that in its early 
days pupils went absent to go potato 
picking or bird scaring, and often came to 
school unwashed and barefoot. Stability 
came in 1929 when a ‘Governess’ arrived 
and stayed for 31 years. She was succeeded 
by Mr Williams who with his wife joined 
the present head, Andy Reading, to watch 
the pupils of St Mary’s make their own 
history. 


IN MY VIEW 


The Church should be seen 
to raise the standard of 
individual and corporate eth- 
ics — even though this 
would inevitably lead to 
clear conflicts of priority 
between financial and social 
returns — the Bishop of 
Oxford told an audience of 
Oxford accountants, invest- 
ment professionals and 
Christian business men and 
women. 

The Bishop was speaking 
in Oxford on October 8 at a 
seminar on ethical invest- 
ment which coincided with 
the coming to the High 
Court of nis controversial 
action against the Church 
Commissioners. With Canon 
William Whiffen of this Dio- 
cese, and the Ven. Michael 
Bourke, Archdeacon of Bed- 
fordshire, he has brought 
his case in order to get clear 
legal guidelines For the 
Church of England’s invest- 
ment policy where the 
Bishop believes Christian 
principles should take pre- 
cedence over a desire for 
financial gain. 

The Church Commis- 
sioners invest over £3 billion 
of Church money. They do 
avoid investments in to- 
bacco, alcohol, arms, gambl- 
ing and newspapers, but 
they claim that by law they 
are otherwise bound to give 
priority to financial rather 
than ethical considerations. 

The three-day hearing in 
what has come to be known 
as the God versus mammon 
debate began on October 7 
before the Vice-Chancellor, 
Sir Donald Nicholls. 

Timothy Lloyd QC, who 
appeared for the Bishop, 
Canon Whiffen and the 
Archdeacon of Bedfordshire 
said that in some circum- 
stances investment based 


By Koii Mikhinson 


Two Faces of Japan 


The Japanese Festival currently being 
celebrated in this country is an 
exciting cultural, technological and 
commercial shop window on Japan. 
It is also a reminder to us of just how 
powerful a nation it has become. 

There are many in this country, 
especially in industry and commerce, 
who see Japan as the new panacea 
for our industrial and economic ills. 
Very recently, for instance. Rover 
have announced its intention to adopt 
Japanese methods of employment 
and production. 

There is much to be admired in 
modern Japan. On my visit there at 
the end of last year, I was very aware 
of the ’Japanese Miracle’. Part of my 
time was spent looking at technology 
and its impact on society. Japan is 
one of the few countries in the world 
that has had a planned strategy of 
technological development and the 
results are dramatic and impressive. 

The other part of my time was spent 
with Urban Industrial Rural Mission 
workers. UIM/URM is part of the 
National Christian Council in Japan. 
They showed me another face of 
Japanese society; a face we in the 


West are rarely shown. 

There are a significant number of 
minority groups within Japan that 
suffer from discrimination — racial, 
cultural and economic. The Church, 
mainly through UIM/URM, works 
among these groups and tries to raise 
the awareness of Japanese people to 
their plight. Three such groups are 
the day labourers, sub-contract 
workers and migrant workers. These 
groups make up a growing underclass 
of industrial workers upon whose 
backs much of the affluence and 
development of industrial, commercial 
and technological Japan is built. 

Their condition is a consequence of 
the Japanese methods of production 
and employment, particularly the 
system of core and peripheral workers. 

Core workers are those who have 
permanent employment, very often 
guaranteed for life. They make up 
less than 30 per cent of workers. 
Peripheral workers are those employ- 
ed without such guarantees, and with 
very little social security. 

While we in the West may admire 
the Japanese systems of production 
and technology, we must not assume 


that by adopting parts of the system 
we will necessarily solve our problems. 
And if we adopt the whole package 
we ourselves might well produce 
similar consequences to those that 
are produced in Japan. Already, we 
have a growing number of sub- 
contract and part-time workers — a 
peripheral workforce. Japanisation of 
the workforce may solve some prob- 
lems but might well produce others. 

The Church in this country, and 
especially Industrial Mission, could 
learn much from the work of 
UIM/URM in Japan. While Christians 
make up one per cent of the popula- 
tion at most, they play a very 
significant part in ministering within 
the world of the underclass of day 
labourers, sub-contract and migrant 
workers. Some industrial missioners 
in this country are already beginning 
to explore ways of ministering to 
such groups here for they recognise 
that the Church must be alongside 
those who suffer discrimination and 
disadvantage in our affluent and 
developed society. 

Canon Ron Mitchinson, Diocesan 
Industrial Missioner spent sometime in 
Japan at the end of 1990. He has 
recently been awarded an MA in 
Applied ' theology for a study on 
Technology and Idolatry; with special 
reference to Japan and the Church's 
ministry in a high tech society. 


purely on financial consider- 
ations might bring the 
Church into disrepute rather 
than further the cause of 
promoting the Christian 
faith. The Church’s invest- 
ment portfolio was not just 
a “payroll and pension fund’’ 
to be administered regardless 
of Christian teaching, he 
said. 

Robert Walker QC, ap- 
pearing for the Church Com- 
missioners, emphasised their 
obligation to provide salaries 
and pensions for 20,000 ac- 
tive and retired clergy all 
over the country. “The 
Church Commissioners feel 
that, when clergymen who 
are devoting their lives to 
the Church’s ministry are 
receiving little enough by 
way of financial support, it 
would not be right to divert 
funds to other purposes how- 
ever worthy.” 

Reading out extracts from 
the Sermon on the Mount 
Mr Walker said that Christ’s 
injunction not to store up 
treasure on earth or be 
anxious for tomorrow was 
“Christian fecklessness” — 
which might be a sign of 
outstanding sanctity for an 
individual, but was neither 
“permissible” nor “admir- 
able” in those who were 
responsible for the stipends, 
pensions and housing of 
present and future gener- 
ations of Church of England 
Clergy. 

At the time of going to 
press a judgement is still 
awaited. A spokesman for 
the Bishop said that even if 
the case went against him 
there would be no financial 
cost whatsoever to the Ox- 
ford Diocese. 


For 14 years, churchgoers in 
Eton have had to travel to 
nearby Eton Wick to worship 
— until College and town 
got together to bring to life 
the town’s old church build- 
ing which had been lying 
derelict for twelve years. 
This splendid building now 
houses a sanatorium for the 
Eton College, plus a surgery 
for the town; and on Sep- 
tember 13, the Bishop of 
Oxford reconsecrated the old 
chancel as a town church. 

Although much of the old 
church was demolished, the 
chancel, lady chapel tower 
and north porch have all 
been saved. Old timbers 
and materials have been 
used as much as possible 
and stained glass from the 
old window has been used 
in the new one. The College 
raised most of the £3.6 
million cost by selling the 
old sanatorium. 


Radio cash 

BBC Radio Berkshire, the 
new local radio station which 
comes on the air in January 
1992, will have a half-time 
religious programmes pro- 
ducer — but only if local 
Christians are prepared to 
pay for the appointment. 

Churches in Berkshire of 
all denominations are being 
asked to contribute towards 
the £8,000 needed in the 
first year. “This is a very 
important opportunity to get 
the Church’s message on 
the air at a critical time in 
the Decade of Evangelism,” 
said Richard Thomas, Di- 
ocesan Communications Of- 
ficer and Chairman of the 
new Churches Media Trust 
which has been asked to 
direct the fundraising. 


Tools recycled 

The Bishop of Oxford hailed 
Oxfordshire County Council’s 
latest recycling initiative as an 
“excellent example” of how to 
use resources effectively. The 
Bishop was launching a new 
scheme run jointly by the Coun- 
cil and the chairty Tools for 
Self Reliance, to collect unwant- 
ed hand tools and restore them 
for distribution to the third 
world. Carpentry, metalworking 
and building tools are particular- 
ly welcome, as are sewing ma- 
chines but not garden tools and 
electrical items. Contact Sarah 
Wild, 0865 815867. 


MONEY MATTERS? 



For independent and impartial advice on how to invest wisely, including 
Savings 
Pensions 
Family Protection 
Inheritances 

Church Finances/Fund Raising 
Ethical Investments 
Being a caring employer 

Contact: Mark Roach (0608) 644575 

Quest Financial Services 
Bank Chambers 
Market Place 
Chipping Norton 
Oxon OX7 5NA 




uest financial services 




The Door, November 1991 



REMEMBER, THE BEST WAY TO 
HONOUR THE DEAD IS TO CARE 

FOR THE LIVING 

REMEMBRAISICE DAY NOV. lOth. 


ROYAL BRITISH LEGION WISH TO THANK THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS 


NEW DAY 
Introductions. Profes- 
sional introduction ser- 
vice run by caring 
Christians exclusively 
for Christians. 5 Vale 
Terrace, Waterfoot, 
Rossendale, Lancashire 
BB4 9JQ. 

TOTAL CONTROL. 

Going away for a week- 
end or a holiday? Don’t 
want to leave the house 
unattended? We will 
take control to give 
you time to enjoy your- 
self. (0865) 300732 (3 
lines), or (24 hours) 
(0831) 462161. 

MIKE PRATLEY. 
Fully qualified painter 
and decorator. For pro- 
fessional service in all 
interior and exterior 
decoration. Phone: 
(0608) 643121. 

DAVID SILVEY and 
Sons Ltd. Funeral di- 
rectors. Westbourne 
Street, High Wycombe, 
Bucks. Tel: 0494 

529193 by day and for 
night emergency ser- 
vice. Wish the appeal 
all success. 

FLIGHTS ASSURED 

for Heavenly prices. 
Book early for cheap 
prices. Tel: 0905 

23978/25269 or 0527 
66498 evenings and 
Sundays. Wish the ap- 
peal every success. 
WARDINGTON 
HOUSE Nursing 
Home. Alzheimer dis- 
ease, specialising in 
tranquilliser free care 
of patients. Contact 

\ 


George Tuthill (0295) 
750513. 

FIONA PRESTON soft 
furnishing specialist. 
Fast, reliable, friendly 
and professional ser- 
vice. Free estimates day 
and night. Please tele- 
phone (0491) 680508. 
COVERDALE 
COURT. Sheltered ac- 
commodation. 
Coverdale Court is bas- 
ed on a concept of 
gradually increasing 
care. Contact Chris and 
Hilary Wharton 0935 
72102. 

CONSULTUS 
SERVICES Agency. 
Do you or a relative of 
yours need help in the 
home? If so “Consult 
us”, 17 London Road, 
Tonbridge, Kent TN10 
3AB. Tel: (0732) 

355231. 

INTERCLUB 
TRAVEL, 52 Burleigh 
Street, Cambridge, 
Cambs CB1 1DJ. Ring 
the hotline (0223) 
414404. Wish the ap- 
peal every success. 
GOODHEAD PRESS 
LTD, Chaucer Inter- 
national Estate, 
Launton Road, 
Bicester, Oxon wish the 
appeal every success. 
FINE PRINT SERVI- 
CES LTD, Kings 
Meadow, Ferry 
Hinksey Road, Oxford 
OX2 0DP. Tel: (0865) 
792236, wish the appeal 
every success. 

THE JEMS 
RESIDENTIAL Care 


Home. Short or long 
stay. Mrs G. T. Knight, 
SRN OHN. The Jems 
(Residential Care) 
Home, Wise Firs Road, 
Sulhampstead, Berks 
RG7 4EH. Tel: (0734) 
832863. 

CHURCH FARM- 
HOUSE. Residential 
care. Enquiries for long 
or short stay welcomed. 
For full details contact 
Mrs Margaret 
Shergold, SRN, 
(08677) 2605. 

BOOKBINDING 
SERVICES. Schools, 
colleges, private librar- 
ies, churches etc. Book 
repairs, new bindings, 
gilt tooling, leather res- 
toration and book 
cleaning. Fully quali- 
fied, 12 years experien- 
ce . Tel : Steven 

Holliday (086736) 357. 
FREE 200 ‘100 Hymns 
For Today’, ancient 
and modern supple- 
ment. Tel: (0494) 

523191. 

LEADCRAFT 
STAINED Glass Stu- 
dio, complete church 
window restoration, are 
happy to support the 
Appeal. Contact: 65 
Bedford Road, Read- 
ing, Berks RG1 7EX. 
(0734) 568534. 

SELECTIVE 
PERSONNEL Services, 
Wantage. Only Re- 
cruitment Agency 

P leased to support the 
oppy Appeal. 0235 
770703. 


CROSS TRAVEL Dis- 
count flights world- 
wide, for availability 
and fares for any desti- 
nation ring Banbury 
(0295) 275661. The 
Business Centre, 
Trelawn House, North 
Bar, Banbury, Oxon. 

RETIREMENT 
SECURITY Ltd, Mr 
Lawrence Klein, 15 
Boult Street, Reading, 
Berks RG1 4RD. Tel: 
0734 844726. 


SPECSAVERS OPTI- 
CIANS, David Grieves, 
FADO, qualified opti- 
cian of Specsavers, 42 
North Brook Street, 
Newbury, Berks RG13 
1DY. 0635 46105. 


SOUTHMOOR 
HOUSE, Kingston 
Bagpuize, registered 
residential home, for 
loving care 24 hours a 
day. For further details 
telephone Mrs J 
Adnams, 0865 820225 
/days), 03677 18905 
(eves). 


DRY CLEANING by 
professionals, the com- 
plete service, Chinnor 
Cleaners, Unit 4, 
Middleway, Chinnor. 
0844 53775. 


SURMAN AND 
HORWOOD, Funeral 
Directors, private 
Chapel of Rest, 24 hour 
service. 0844 51323 or 
0844 274842. 


DENHAM MANOR 

Nursing Home, long or 
short stay accommoda- 
tion. For further details 
ring Mrs Abbis, SRN, 
QIDN, Hayling Lane, 
Denham, Bucks UB9 
5DQ. (0895) 834470. 

DIAL ABILITY Infor- 
mation Centre for peo- 
ple with disabilities. 
Rivermead Centre, 
Abingdon Road, Ox- 
ford. Oxford 791818. 

NOAH’S ARK Pet 
Transport and Courier 
Service. An invaluable 
service for elderly or 
invalid or non driving 
pet owner. 0494 
671737. 

CHORES 

NATIONWIDE Clean- 
ing Ltd. fully trained 
staff clean your home 
with care to the highest 
standard. See main ad- 
vert. 

QUEST FINANCIAL, 
for independent and 
impartial advice on how 
to invest wisely. Norton 
House, 52 West Street, 
Chipping Norton, 
Oxon OX7 5ER. Tel: 
Mark Roach (0608) 
644575. 

ST LUKE’S Nursing 
Home, Latimer Road, 
Headington, Oxon 
OX3 7PF. Tel: 0865 
750220. 

MR JIM COLLINS, 

Ancient Order of For- 
esters, 51 Hill Avenue, 
Amersham, Bucks. 
Tel: 0494 433604. 


F.A. DUMONT Ltd, 
High Street, Lyminge, 
Folkestone, Kent CT18 
8EL. Tel: (0303) 

863193. 

ROUSE AND SADLER 

Healthcare, 58b High 
Street, Aylesbury, 
Bucks. Tel: 0296 

415003. 

GEOFFREY 
CHURCH, Funeral Di- 
rectors, 46 Bishopwood 
Road, Tadley, Berks. 
Tel: 0734 814420. 

LYNDHURST 
RESIDENTIAL Care 
Home, long or short 
term care, holiday stays 
and day care. 
Lyndhurst Road, Gor- 
ing on Thames RG8 
9BL. 0491 873397. 

LANGSTON PRIORY, 

Registered Residential 
and Nursing Home, 
Station Road, 
Kingham, Oxon OX7 
6YP. 0608 658233. 

UNIVERSAL CARE, 
Caring in the Home, 
Chester House, 9 
Windsor End, 
Beaconsfield, Bucks 
HP9 2JJ. 0494 678811. 

EYNSHAM PARK 
SAWMILL, D.J. and 
R.F. Thome, for all 
your fencing and timber 
requirements. Cuckoo 
Lane, North Leigh, 
Witney, Oxon. 0993 
881391. 
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Should the Church 
be privatized? 


Illilllillllil 

Signs 


Norman Tebbit may have 
had his tongue in his cheek 
when he argued recently on 
television that the Church 
of England should be 
privatized. But he had a 
case. 

If we were starting afresh, 
we should probably devise a 
more logical set-up. But 
you have to work with, not 
against, the grain of history. 
The roots of the parochial 
system on which tne CofE 
is based go right back to 
Archbishop Theodore in the 
seventh century. 

The first argument then 
for what we know as the 
‘establishment’ is that it is 
THERE. To dismantle it 
would mean so much hassle 
for both sides. What is 
more, it would send just the 
wrong signals to the country 
and to the world. I know 
that the active membership 
of the Church has declined 
in the last hundred years, 
and we now live in a pluralist 
society. But it is significant 
that there is apparently no 
big demand for disestablish- 


James Cobban looks at the deli- 
cate but vital links between The 
Church of England and The State 


ment from the other Church- 
es, the other faiths. Nor 
indeed does his unique link 
with the State seem to dam- 
age the Archbishop’s leader- 
ship of the Anglican Com- 
munion. 

There are more positive 
arguments. The ‘plant’ of 
the Church (and I am not 
thinking only of the great 
cathedrals and the wonderful 
little country churches) is a 
part of the heritage of all of 
us. Then, this parochial 
system means that everyone, 
whether he is a card-carrying 
member or not, has a claim 
on the services of the 
Church. Your vicar now- 
adays may have half-a-dozen 

C arishes to look after, but 
e is still yours; there is 
always a shoulder to cry on 
in case of need. 

The position of the mon- 


Healing and the Dying 


Two men looked out through 
prison bars ; One saw mud 
and the other saw stars . 

Many churches and commu- 
nities have, rightly, come to 
see healing as an important 
part of ministry. At the 
same time there has been 
an increased concern and 
provision for the care of the 
dying, centred in the teach- 
ing and practice of the 
modern hospice. 

The insights and strengths 
of both the hospice and 
healing movements, how- 
ever, have not generally 
been integrated and some- 
times have even come into 
conflict when healing is 
equated with physical cure. 
Expectations may be raised 
for miraculous cure when 
the sick person has adjusted 
and prepared for death. As 
one person put it: “Now 
I’ve got to do my dying all 
over again;” 

Mud and Stars is the title 
of the report of a working 
party made up of nurses, 
doctors and clergy from vari- 
ous Christian denomina- 
tions. With the support of 
Lord Runcie, when Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, 12 
Anglican bishops and various 
organisations and trusts, they 
have tried to grasp nettles 
and tackle difficult ques- 
tions. 

Their experience is 
anchored in the harsh reality 


of suffering and death, and 
the report is a mine of 
information for all who care 
for the dying and wish to 
relate the challenges they 
face to the insights of the 
Christian Gospel. Similarly, 
it is essential reading for all 
those, clerical and lay, who 
are involved in the Church’s 
ministry of healing and 
provides material for dis- 
cussion. It will help theologi- 
cal students, other pastoral 
care students, hospital chap- 
lains, parochial clergy, 
church study groups, medical 
students, doctors, nurses, 
other health-care workers, 
and all who work with the 
terminally ill. 

This recently published re- 
port is reasonably priced at 
£7.50 (postage and packing 
£1.20) and can be obtained 
from Mrs Susan Boreham, 
Sir Michael Sobell House, 
Churchill Hospital, Oxford, 
0X3 7U. Tel (0865) 225886. 

John Barton 

Canon Barton was Chaplain 
of The John Radcliffe Hospi- 
tal Group for almost 30 
years and and was a member 
of the Mud and Stars working 
party. The Chairman of the 
working party was Dr Robert 
Twy cross, Clinical Reader in 
Palliative Medicine in the 
University of Oxford, and 
Consultant Physician at St 
Michael Sobell House, Ox- 
ford. 


arch as Supreme Governor 
is far more than a bit of 
quaint historic symbolism. 
It emphasises that in this 
country the Church is 
earthed in the State. There 
is no clear-cut distinction 
between the sacred and the 
secular. If the General Synod 
has the right and duty to 
give Christian guidance on 
matters of principle, then 
the other place up the road, 
which can in a sense speak 
for the millions of unat- 
tached Christians, has every 
right to be interested in 
what the Church is getting 
up to. 

A more direct link is 
provided, of course, by the 
fact that senior bishops — 
the Lords Spiritual — are 
members of the House of 
Lords, where they can put 
forward a non-party Chris- 
tian view. Pending a more 
radical reform of the House 
of Lords the elevation of 
Lord Jakobowitz, the then 
Chief Rabbi, shows how the 
leaders of other churches 
may be given a similar 
voice. 

I am not arguing, then, 
against evolutionary 
development. National 
occasions are rightly still 
celebrated in the Abbey or 
St Paul’s. But every viewer 
will have noticed how much 
more ecumenical they are 
nowadays. Less obvious, but 
of more material import- 
ance, is the gradual but 
massive shift over the years 
in the balance of power 
between state and Church. 
The setting-up of synodical 
government, the transfer to 
Synod of the power to order 
the liturgy, the new arrange- 
ments for the appointment 
of bishops and for the exer- 
cise of private patronage, 
are significant landmarks in 
this process. 

For the Church then, the 
establishment is not so much 
a matter of privilege as of 
responsibility. It is a partner- 
ship that can be adjusted to 
meet varying circumstances. 
But if ever it is broken, it is 
the nation, not the Church, 
which would pay the heavier 
price. 

Sir James Cobban, a former 
Headmaster of Abingdon 
School, was a member of 
General Synod from 1970 to 
1985 and Lay -Chairman of 
the Oxford Diocesan Synod 
from 1975 to 1982. 




Vera Hunt, of Maidenhead, made history when she was recently ordained at St Paul’s 
Cathedral as Britain’s first deaf female deacon. Mrs Hunt, who has been profoundly 
deaf since she was seven, was inspired by a deaf choir festival, and became a reader 
five years ago. She is now a member of the Church’s Committee for Ministry Among 
Deaf People, and is chairman of the National Deaf Church Conference. She feels that 
although deaf and hearing people should worship together, deaf people need their own 
services. “I feel that when you lose something in life that’s taken away, another door 
opens,” she explains. Mrs Hunt, who will serve at St Saviour’s Church, Acton, hopes 
to encourage more deaf people to come forward for ordination. 


Dorchester goes to Jouarre 


St Agilbert, Bishop of Dorchester from 
AD 650 to 660, is buried at Jouarre, near 
Paris, where his sister, Techilde, was the 
first Abbess of the Benedictine Convent. 
Today, almost 80 nuns live an enclosed 
life there following the same Rule. 

Following a visit to Jouarre in 1990 
and a return visit to Dorchester the St 
Birinus Pilgrimage last July, Dorchester 
Abbey is running another weekend trip to 
Jouarre on May 29, 1992. 

The programme for the weekend will 
include — a meal with the sisters in their 
new dining hall, lunch all together with 
the villagers of Jouarre at a local farm, 


informal musical entertainment for the 
sisters, sporting events between 
Dorchester and Jouarre and an opportun- 
ity to visit Paris or Rheims. 

“Above all there will be a unique 
opportunity to meet the sisters of the 
convent,” commented the Revd John 
Crowe, Rector of Dorchester. “Their 
joyous hospitality and their spirituality 
made a deep and abiding impression on 
us all last autumn.” 

All enquiries to the Dorchester PCC 
secretary, Dr Tim Cook, 103 Abingdon 
Road, Dorchester 0X10 7LB as soon as 
possible. 


Look out for your special Christmas DOOR 


IF YOU DON’T 
BELIEVE YOUR 
PENSION 
WILL BE 
BIG ENOUGH, 
I HAVE A 
LITTLE CHAT 
ABOUT THIS 



By the time we've talked you through 
this little book, you’ll understand all about 
boosting your pension with our Allchurches 
regular savings scheme. 

Technically, it’s known as a free-standing 
additional voluntary contribution plan. 

In layman s language, that means it lets 
you top up your normal pension - ideal if 
you started pension planning late, or you 
want a tax-efficient way to make sure 
you’re better off in retirement. 

Yet another good point about our plan 
is that part or all of your contributions can 
be invested in our Amity Fund, which 
invests only in companies conscious of 
their role in the community and responsi- 
bilities to the environment. 

You can contribute on a regular or lump 
sum basis, include life cover if you want, 
and enjoy tax relief on contributions at the 
highest rate you pay. So the plan can be 
tailored to your personal needs. 

If you're in any doubt about your 
pension being big enough, now’s the time 
to send for all the details, and put your 
mind at rest about life after work. 

The Allchurches Freestanding AVC Plan 
is unit-linked. Please remember that the 
price of units can fall as well as rise. 

J21 

Allchurches Life 

INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 

Send to: Allchurches Life. FREEPOST IGRI7I7). Beaufort House. 
Brunswick Road. Gloucester GLI I |Z Please arrange for one of your 
representatives to call and explain the Allchurches Free Standing 
Additional Voluntary Contribution Plan WITHOUT OBLIGATION 
Tick this box if you do not want to be contacted, but require 
literature Q 


_ Postcode_ 


L 


Allchurches Life Assurance Ltd Reg No 24)1 1 1 England Registered Office Beaufort House Brunswick Road Gloucester GLI l|Z 
A member of the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group 

Members of LAUTRO IMROand UTA Relevant Investment Business - Lite Assurance and Unit Trusts 
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INSTITUTE OF COUNSELLING 
COUNSELLING SKILLS 


• Certificate Courses • 1 Year Diploma Courses 

• 2 Year Diploma Courses • Training Resources 

— All Courses on a Home Study Basis — 

For further details write: 

Registrar, Institute of Counselling, 

Dept D, 15 Hope St, Glasgow G2 6AB. IGAOC| 


WATERCOLOUR 
MINIATURES 
OF YOUR CHURCH 

Send colour photo plus £4.99 
for gold framed, mounted 
sample and list price. 

Good fund raisers. 

Little Pinnells 
Byrd Close 

Grange Park, Swindon 
SN5 6JQ 



94 Southview Avenue, 
Caversham, Reading, 
Berks. RG4 OBB. 
Tel: (0734) 567289. 


ROOFING 


THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE 

The Answer to Your Roof Problems 

ESTABUSHED SINCE 1972 

Large enough to cope — Small enough to care. 

No salesman will call — No pressure selling — We don't need to 
our personal service, friendly advice and keen prices do it for us. 
HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? Here are some examples: A typical 
slated terraced house to re-roof can cost as little as £2,300 
which includes • All your existing roof removed • Rafters 
treated with wood preserve • New under-slating felt fitted 
• Pressure treated battens fixed • High quality slate substitutes 
fixed • New lead battens fixed • A 25 year guarantee against 
leakage. 

We also specialise in guttering and general roof maintenance on 
a terraced house, for example, replacing or refixing up to 15 
slates is a fixed price of £77.50. 

FLAT ROOFING — A typical 12x12 flat roof can cost as little as 
£200. — • All your existing roof removed • A new 3-layer 
built up flat roofing system fixed • A full 10-year guarantee 
against leakage. 

• Quality workmanship — next to none • All work to full 
British Standards • A full detailed quotation supplied free and 
without obligation. References can be supplied from many 
satisfied customers. 

These are just some of our services, if your problem is not here, 
give us a ring, we are sure we can help. 

WE ALWAYS REMEMBER 
Our Best Interest Lies in Your Best Interest. 

NB: All prices quoted are exclusive of V.A.T. 



DONT THROW 
IT AWAY 
REPAIR IT 

We are specialists in the 
repair of quality pens. We’re 
one of the few for Parker 
“51” and “61“ models 
whether it’s a major fault or 
simply a general service. This 
is just an example, we can 
repair ‘99’ per cent of makes 
from 1920 makes to the pres- 
ent day models. 

DO YOU REALISE 
YOUR PEN'S 
TRUE VALUE? 

Like a classic car, old pens 
have high value and pen 
collectors may often pay hun- 
dreds of pounds for what may 
appear to be an ordinary pen. 
So, regardless of condition, 
telephone or write for further 
details and advice for valuable 
pens, simply pop your pen in 
the post for free quotation, 
excluding postage. We also 
have a full range of Shaeffer 
pens, plus a free engraving 
service with the nib of your 
choice. 

For brochure and price list 
please send SAE to the follow- 
ing address, for Christmas no 
later than 1 9th November. 

Dept Door, 

1 Chartbury Mews 
Leamington Spa, 
Warwickshire CV31 1SS 


(0926) 881413 


ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE LTD. 

Private Family Business 
Daimler Fleet 
Chapel of Rest 
24 Hour Attendance 


911 London Road, Loudwaier 
High Wycombe 

Tel: (0494) 472572 


An African vision 


RUTH 

^ My mother was in charge 
of the Sunday school, so 
being a Christian was some- 
thing I never questioned — 
though when my brother 
went his own way in his 
early teens I realised that 
personal choice was invol- 
ved, too. At 14 I became 
serious about my choice, 
after a Billy Graham rally 
in Wembley. But I didn’t 
begin to think about Chris- 
tian work until I heard a 
talk by someone who had 
done a year in Kenya with 
the Church Missionary So- 
ciety (CMS) Youth Service 
Abroad Scheme, and think- 
ing: “Right Lord, this is for 
me. 

I first met Craig on the 
preparation course, but it 
wasn’t love at first sight. 
We were posted to different 
places in Kenya 30 miles 




Craig and Ruth Hampton are currently home on leave. With them are (left to right) 
Sarah (8), Joy (6) and Joanna (3) whose dollies, wearing national dress, were made by a 
women’s co-operative in Uganda. 


The Hamptons 


apart, and yet he was our 
nearest neighbour. I enjoyed 
the year very much, teaching 
English and Maths to the 
lower classes at a girls’ 
secondary school with a 
strong Christian basis. But 
it was quite a challenge, 
because I’d come straight 
from school myself. When I 
got back, I thought that was 
enough missionary 
work for me. ^ 

CRAIG 

✓ Christians at school had 

( p stickers with ‘Jesus is 
alive’ on, but I thought: 
“Well, Jesus is dead,” and 
at university I stopped going 
to church altogether. How- 
ever, Christian friends invit- 
ed me to hear the Revd 
Dick Lucas preaching at St 
Helen’s, Bishopsgate, and 
from his explanation of a 
Bible passage I began to see 
how it could all make sense. 
So I ended up making a 
commitment. 

When I was at St Paul’s, 
Cheltenham, I decided I 
wanted to. do something 
overseas, and came across 
the CMS youth scheme 
which I could join without 
additional experience. 

The images of a new 


culture hit you quite force- 
fully. One day, early in my 
time in Kenya, I had walked 
a long way with some 
Kenyans to a friend’s hut. 
When we arrived, he brought 
us a bowl of water to wash 
our feet, and I was struck 
by the strong image of 
Christ, and how much this 
added to my understanding 
of life in his time. 

After our Youth Service 
Abroad year, Ruth and I 
met again at the reunion of 
ex-CMS volunteers. Mar- 
riage followed. We thought 
we should go overseas again, 
but before that happened 
our children Sarah and Joy 
were born. It was CMS who 
then offered us a post in 
southern Sudan, where I 
taught science in a secondary 
school. It was 1987 and the 
civil war was on, though at 
first we weren’t affected. As 
things became more difficult 
Ruth became pregnant and 
I got hepatitis, so we decided 
to go back to the UK. Ruth 
went on ahead and left me 
in Nairobi to recover from 
the hepatitis, I was hit hard 
by the classic symptom of 
lethargy and I didn’t believe 
I was getting better. But I 
heard a cancer sufferer on 
BBC World Service say that 
“God had got more for her 


to do,” and then I discovered 
that Dick Lucas was preach- 
ing in Nairobi. The combina- 
tion of these events remind- 
ed me of my calling as a 
Christian. 

Following Joanne’s birth 
and my recovery, we were 
posted to Nyakasura School 
in western Uganda — a 
government school with 
strong church involvement 
and long-standing links with 
CMS. After three years 
there, we’re now on leave 
and hoping to get a job at 
Makerere University when 
we go back in March. But 
CMS financial cutbacks have 
made this less certain. 

The children’s life has 
been good in the places 
where we have worked. Life 
has been less pressurised in 
cultures with more time for 
people, more free time in 
general, and no TV. It is 
a simpler lifestyle, but it is 
also harder physically. 

Frustrations? One is sim- 
ply the fact that we are 
European. We can’t blend 
into the background. It 
makes real friendships diffi- 
cult too, because there is 
the inescapable notion that 
we’re a source of wealth. A 
Ugandan boy who came to 
work in our house took one 
look at the kitchen and 
said: “I could live here!” It 
was so much bigger than 
the space he has to live in. 
In a sense we’re torn be- 
tween two standards of afflu- 
ence. On the one hand 
we’ve chosen to make our- 
selves 'poor (by British stan- 
dards) to do the work we 


believe in, and yet we have 
the space and gadgets which 
indicate wealth. 

We see that in British 
terms we haven’t made much 
progress up the ladder of 
achievement, but what our 
experience of another cul- 
ture has given us is a way of 
evaluating priorities in a 
fresh light. 

God speaks to you in 
many different situations, 
but sometimes it’s easier to 
hear him when things that 
normally support you are 
taken away and you feel a 
bit insecure. For instance, 
before coming today we 
prayed because we have 
just bought an old car and 
we weren’t sure it would 
make it. But in Uganda you 
do that so much more, 
because if bits fall off the 
car going through potholes 
you get stuck. In a few 
weeks time we’ll probably 
join the RAC, but with 
security like that behind 
you, you start looking to 
external sources and 
not to the Lord. ^ 

Ruth was born in Burton on 
Trent . She spent a year in 
Kenya before taking a sand- 
wich degree in sociology and 
social work at Bath Univer- 
sity. Craig was brought up 
in Hove. After a year teach- 
ing in Kenya he completed 
an M Sc in Geochemistry at 
Oxford. Ruth and Craig 
married in 1982. Through 
the CMS link scheme they 
are linked with several 
churches in the Oxford Dio- 
cese. 


WYNDHAM 

HOUSING 

ASSOCIATION 

Self-Contained single 
unfurnished one bedroom Flats 

FOR SALE OR RENT 

In North Oxford for retired persons 

24 HOUR WARDEN SERVICE 
2 MEALS PER DAY SERVED TO 
INDIVIDUAL FLATS 

All enquiries to the Administrator 
Wyndham House, Plantation Road, 
Oxford OX2 6JJ 

Telephone Oxford 511239 

(Monday and Wednesday) 



Specsavers 

^ ■ , , n n 


Buy one 
pair — 
receive 
two: 

Have the free pair 
tinted for 
only £8 


Now when you buy a new pair of specs and choose a frame 
costing £24.95 or more, you can have an extra pair free, 
from a large selection of special styles. Ask our helpful 
staff for details. 

Offer covers same single vision prescription from 1 0,000 lenses in stock. Bifocal lenses available at small extra 
charge. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. 

42 Northbrook Street, Newbury. Telephone (0635) 46105 

David Grieves FADO Qualified Optician of Specsavers 



The Door, November 1991 7 


When Christians meet and 
different cultures touch, they 
can learn from one another 
and both can grow. It can 
also help their churches 
grow. This is the essence of 
Mission, whether in Britain 
or overseas, so societies like 
USPG (United Society for 
the Propagation of the Gos- 
pel) and CMS (Church 
Missionary Society) are de- 
veloping ways for people to 
experience Christian life in 
other cultures. Numbers of 
people based in the Oxford 
Diocese have been able to 
have a taste of such encoun- 
ters. 

USPG and CMS jointly 
supported Richard Reade 
and Chris Burke, (both at 
Ripon College, Cuddesdon, 
training for ministry) fof a 
two-month visit this summer 
to the Tamilnadu Theologi- 
cal Seminary in Madurai, 
South India, on a pastoral 
placement programme. They 
took part in the seminary’s 
Ecumenical Students’ 
Programme, designed for 
students from abroad. Their 
time in India has made 
them realise how much their 
present theological training 
comes from the western, 
middle, class, elitist experien- 
ce. (See article below). 

USPG has Short Term 
Experience Programmes 
(Root Groups). Young peo- 


Same Christians, other cultures 


pie form a community then 
join a church in another 
culture, class and area in 
Britain, and share in God’s 
mission there. There is a 
Root Group in the Oxford 
Diocese this year, attached 
to St Peter’s Church in 
Chalvey, Slough. St Peter’s 
is part of a local ecumenical 
project, and the team vicar, 
Tony Dickinson, wants the 
Root Group to become part 
of the life of the church. He 
sees it as a support to the 
young Christians in the par- 
ish and hopes this will be a 
mutual support. “I hope the 
Root Group will help further 
develop the church’s aware- 
ness of our community and 
the community in the 
church,” he says. 

The Chalvey Root Group 
brings together from other 
parts of the country four 
people aged between 18 and 
30 — Rachel Sahir (Middle- 
sex), Katy Slater (London), 
Andy Swann (Cheshire) and 
Patrick Taylor (Coventry). 
From Oxford Diocese, 18- 
year-old David Allsopp of 
Caversham, Reading, is join- 
ing three others on a Root 
Group in Coney Hill, Glou- 
cester. 


CMS arranges work for 
young adult volunteers on 
Experience Placements, 
working with the church in 
another culture for anything 
from three to eighteen 
months. This includes oppor- 
tunities in Africa, Asia or 
the Middle East for people 
over 21, and opportunities 
in Britain for over-18s. Over- 


(see page 10 and 11), 
Haddenham, Faringdon and 
Stanford-in-the-Vale. CMS 
National Youth Co- 
ordinator Allan Wallace 
says: “Young people in Brit- 
ain today take a great inter- 
est in the world beyond 
their own communities so 
the more creative we can be 
about providing opportunit- 


Enjoyable, refreshing 
and enriching . . . 


seas Experience Camps of 
up to four weeks during the 
summer are getting very 
popular because they give 
18s-to-30s a chance to get 
close alongside Christians of 
similar age in another cul- 
ture. Countries involved re- 
cently have been Pakistan, 
Middle East, Kenya, 
Uganda, Nigeria and India 
and this summer, for the 
first time, two groups made 
a reciprocal visit to the UK 
from Nazareth and 
Machakos (Kenya). Kenyan 
group member the Reverend 
Ben Mutia was also invited 
to spend sometime with four 
Oxford parishes: Banbury 


ies for young Christians to 
meet outside their own cul- 
tures, the stronger the 
church’s sense of its world- 
wide nature will be.” 

CMS has established the 
SALT Fellowship to support 
Christians who go to other 
countries in the course of 
their professional work, add- 
ing to the support and 
strength churches can give 
to such people in the 
“tentmaker” ministry they 
might then offer. The SALT 
Fellowship offers things like 
lines of communication be- 
tween the overseas location 
and home, and brief training 
to equip people for the new 


environment. David and 
Sandra Kemp, from 
Hazlemere, are about to 
start development work in 
the Lowero Triangle in 
Uganda. They will be sup- 
ported entirely by their home 
church, but through the 
SALT Fellowship they will 
have further back-up and a 
prayer and information link 
with two additional parishes 
before they go. 

In the UK today, world 
mission and partnership are 
not common currency for 
every Christian nor even for 
every church. Some who 
have a heart for it can be 
frustrated by the non-interest 
of others, and it is particu- 
larly difficult when people 
in leadership resist in- 
volvement. “It reflects on 
the tendency there’s been in 
ministerial training and theo- 
logical courses to treat this 
as the ‘optional extra’,” sug- 
gests Gill Poole, CMS Area 
Secretary for Oxford and St 
Alban’s. “But there are signs 
of emerging interest in put- 
ting this right.” 

The Anglican missionary 
societies are the Church of 
England at work in world 
mission. There are still many 



people who have not yet 
discovered the enjoyment 
and refreshment of encoun- 
ter with Christians from oth- 
er cultures, nor experienced 
the enriching effect of 
sharing the Gospel with 
others. However, the various 
societies are active in devel- 
oping resources and oppor- 
tunities appropriate for our 
times and they are ready to 
respond to individuals, 
groups or churches who want 
to explore their own in- 
volvement in the mission to 
which we are all called. 

CMS Area Secretary for 
Oxford and St Albans: Gill 
Poole , 17 Fane Road , Mar- 
stony Oxford . Tel: 0865 

250688. USPG Representative 
in the Oxford Diocese: Janet 
Hodgson y Eaves , Rectory 
Roady Great Haseley } Oxon 
0X9 7QW. Tel: 0844 279373 . 


Insights of an 
Indian summer 



We went to India to take 
part in the Ecumenical Stu- 
dents’ Programme run by 
the Tamilnadu Theological 
Seminary in Madurai. Lec- 
tures at the seminary are 
normally in Tamil, so a 
special series of seminars in 
English were laid on for 
students from abroad. These 
concentrated on the church 
in India, culture, liturgy and 
theology, and we gained 
practical experience through 
a programme of visits to 
social projects including old 
people’s homes, and a pro- 
ject working with women in 
moral danger. 

One memorable visit was 
to a village Hindu shrine, 
where we witnessed live 
animal sacrifices (It put a 
new perspective on the 
words: “Christ our Passover 
has been sacrificed for 
us . . . ”). 

As theological students, 
the two months or so spent 
at TTS helped us to review 


our own theology. Especially 
interesting was the emphasis 
placed on listening to peo- 
ple’s stories before 
theologising. Theology 
seemed to be more of a 
“lived” experience when it 
broke away from many of 
the models adopted from 
the Western missionaries. 

It was interesting to see 
how the Church functioned 
in a minority Christian so- 
ciety where suffering, and 
attitudes to poverty, are 
brought to life and often 
faced on the streets outside 
the lecture hall. 

We’ll never be able to 
forget arriving at Bombay 
Airport and driving out 
through the slums into the 
city; nothing prepared us 
for the shock of encountering 
such poverty face to face. 

It raised many questions, 
such as how do we deal 
with the poverty, the over- 
powering smell of the drains 
which often bubble up at 


your feet, the beggars, the 
crowds, people spitting in 
the street. 

To start with, it was an 
unsettling experience, but 
having encountered “culture 
shock’’ we began to tackle 
it and to see the people and 
the culture in a new way. 
This led to a reassessment 
of our own culture, Western 
materialism and its wasteful- 
ness. We were able to build 
up a network of contacts, 
and Tamil hospitality was 


marvellous. A big break- 
through came when we rea- 
lised that we were dealing 
with people as individuals 
from whom there was much 
to learn. 

On the spiritual level, we 
were continually made aware 
of our dependence on God 
and our own vulnerability, 
particularly concerning our 
nealth and well-being. The 
water, the food, the dangers 
of Indian driving were held 
in perspective. The Offices 


of morning and evening 
prayer became a very impor- 
tant part of our daily routine. 

On the personal level, we 
constantly had to reassess 
our own attitudes to people, 
culture and ourselves. We 
had to cope with the ex- 
tremes of emotional highs 
and lows, but once worked 
through the rewards were 
immense. We came to ap- 
preciate, amongst other 
things, the value of meeting 
Christians living out their 
lives in a different context, 


Faithfulness 

returned 

From time to time you 
hear of churches where, 
faced with the old chestnut 
of maintenance or 
mission, they have opted 
to give faithfully and ful- 
somely to other people’s 
need only to find that the 
Lord is faithful in return 
and blesses them in even 
greater measure than they 
would have hoped for. 

If you know of any 
such instances, Gill Poole 
(CMS Area Secretary) 
would welcome the details 
for a leaflet to be made 
available to people think- 
ing through their steward- 
ship priorities. 


and the realisation that we 
do belong to a worldwide 
communion of Anglicans, 
and a global Christian 
Church. 

Christopher Burke and Rich- 
ard Reade. 

Christopher and Richard are 
both in their final year at 
Ripon Theological College, 
Cuddesdon near Oxford. 
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F or choosing Siloam as your 
channel of Christian love 
to help those in need in 
Portugal, Romania, Africa and 
India. Without your prayers 
and generous support this 
ministry could not continue. 



" Helping Poor Children 
in Portugal " 
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SILOAM CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES J 
5, Clarendon Place, | 

Leamington Spa CV32 5AG | 

If you would like to know more about our §> 
ministry, and how you can be involved, fill . “ 
in the coupon below for a copy 
of our free magazine. 

NAME 

ADDRESS * 


GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

For a personal and dignified service contact: 

Mr J. CURRAN or Mr G. CHURCH 

Churchgate 46 Bishopwood Road 

The Broadway, Thatcham Tadiey 

Tel: (0635) 68444 (24 hours) Tel: 0734 814420 (24 hours) 
PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 
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Quality memorials supplied 
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From the 
’ Bishop 
of Oxford 


A few years ago I met the 
receptionist/telephonist at Joh- 
annesburg Cathederal, who 
every Sunday for 20 years had 
taken a service in the City’s 
women’s prison, using five 
different languages. 

I still think about her Chris- 
tian conviction and commit- 
ment. In recent years I have 
had the privilege of contact 
with a number of churches in 
the Anglican communion, and 
I never fail to be moved and 
encouraged by the example 
which so many of them set, 
sometimes in the midst of 
strife and civil war. The Angli- 
can church worldwide is a 
communion we can feel proud 
to belong to. We have as 
much, perhaps more, to re- 
ceive than to give. “Now 
partnership is the key’’, as 
Bill Whiffen writes on this 
page. 

In this Diocese I sometimes 
go into churches displaying 
photos and names of all those 
from the congregation serving 
overseas. It is enormously im- 
pressive that still so many 
Christian women and men are 
willing to serve with the church 
outside this country. The need 
may be different from that in 
the 19th century, but the need 
is still there. There is an 
opportunity to give as well as 
to receive. 

So I am delighted that we 
now have a Partnership in 
World Mission Group and 
that Canon Bill Whiffen, as 
part of his retirement ministry, 
is going to service the group. 
If you have thoughts or com- 
ments about how this side of 
our work in the Diocese can 
be developed do contact him. 
We are fortunate to have in 
the group the representatives 
of a number of major mission- 
ary societies, who work in the 
Diocese. Please do not forget 
these when you review your 
Christian giving, either as an 
individual or as a parish. By 
tradition, November 29, the 
day before the feast of St. 
Andrew the Apostle, is a day 
of intercession for the mission- 
ary work of the church. Jer- 
emy Taylor (1613-1667), the 
distinguished Anglican divine, 
wrote: 

When Andrew found Jesus , 
he called his brother Simon to 
be partaker of his joys , which 
(as it happens in accidents of 
greatest pleasure) cannot be 
contained within the limits of 
the possessor's thoughts . But 
this calling of Peter was not to 
a beholding, but to a participa- 
tion of his felicities; for he is 
strangely covetous , who would 
enjoy the sun, or the air , or 
the sea alone; here was treasure 
for him and all the world; and 
by lighting on his brother 
Simon's taper he made his own 
light the greater and more 
glorious. 

May God bless our partner- 
ship in the Gospel, with one 
another and Christian people 
throughout the world. 


Making the 
journey 

Canon Bill Whiffen, Secretary of the 
Oxford Diocese’s Partnership In World 
Mission Group, explains how partnership 
is the key to a new era in mission 


ship in Mission. In 1981, at 
the instigation of Bishop 
Patrick Rodger, the Diocese 
of Oxford invited 16 people 
from churches outside the 
Diocese to be Partners In 
Mission. Frank Weston, 
working then in Edinburgh, 
headed the team of Partners, 
and a year later he joined 
the Diocesan team as Arch- 
deacon of Oxford. Other 
partners from mainland Eur- 
ope, from Africa and Asia 
came ‘over to Oxford to 
help us’. Altogether, this 
PIM Consultation asked 
searching questions and 
helped the Diocese see itself 
afresh. 

At the request of the 
Bishop of Oxford, supported 
by the Bishop’s Council, a 
new Partnership In World 
Mission Group for the Dio- 
cese of Oxford has been set 
up on a trial basis, with a 
review due in 1993. It is a 
small group with some per- 
sons nominated by the 
Bishop together with the 
representatives of the main 
missionary societies. We 
want to stimulate interest in 
what is already happening, 
and to see how new initia- 
tives can be developed. This 
issue of The DOOR high- 
lights some of the activities 
with which the PIWM Group 
is concerned. 

Even before the Partner- 
ship In World Mission Group 
was set up the main mission- 
ary societies had begun 
working together in the Dio- 
cese by holding World 
Mission Days, and one of 
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a year by the Diocese ot Oxford 
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In the old days, ‘Missions’ 
from England were support- 
ed by church people and, as 
a result, churches have been 
established in many parts of 
the world. The Anglican 
Communion itself is largely 
a result of the success of the 
Church of England’s 
missions over the last 200 
years or more. 

This work still continues, 
and all the main missionary 
societies are supported by 
churches and members in 
this Diocese offering their 
prayers and their money, 
their lives of service to 



build up God’s Kingdom 
and His Church across the 
world. Yet times are chang- 
ing, and more and more the 
emphasis is also on people 
from other churches coming 
here to help us in our 
Mission. 

Today, as we give thanks 
for God’s use of Missions 
and those who went out 
from ‘here’ to ‘there’ with 
the Gospel, we are already 
well into the era of Partner- 
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Dr George Lasebikan, a Nigerian pastor, visits a 
parishioner in Toxteth, Liverpool, during his year there 
organised by CMS. George features in CMS’ recent 
audio-visual No Buried Treasure about the current work 
of the society. 


these is to be held in Milton 
Keynes on November 2. 
Their representatives are 
also being called in to help 
with the Diocesan training 
courses. In 1990 the ecu- 
menical group Christian 
Concern For One World 
appointed Christopher Hall 
as its Co-ordinator, and 
much of what he has been 
doing was featured in the 
October issue of The DOOR 
with the emphasis on One 
World Week. The Bishop’s 
Outreach Fund has been 
able to help the Diocese of 
Cyprus and the Gulf, and is 
now helping a group of 
Christians in Brazil that 
Bishop Richard met earlier 
this year. The Mothers’ 
Union Zaire project raised 
much money last year, and 
is just one part of what the 
Mothers’ Union in this Dio- 
cese is doing in partnership 
with its branches overseas. 

The PIWM Group is get- 
ting many requests from 
churches and dioceses over- 
seas, not only for money for 
particular projects but also 
for partnership in prayer 
and mission with the possible 
setting up of a. Diocesan 
Link or Links. It is important 
that such Links promote 
real partnership and not 
just a new way of sending 
money from ‘here to there’. 

The group has a special 
interest in two particular 
areas of the world. South 
Africa and mainland Eur- 
ope, and two sub groups 
are working on developing 
these existing contacts. It is 
hoped that a group of young 
adults from the Diocese may 
be able to visit South Africa 
next year. 

The group asks for the 
prayers and support of the 


whole Diocese in this ven- 
ture. Any person committed 
to the concept of Partnership 
In World Mission and pre- 
pared to give time to nelp 
this take root in the Diocese 
is asked to let me know. 

Members of the group are: The 
Archdeacon of Berkshire, Chairman; 
The Rev Margaret Hall, Vice Chair; 
Canon Bill Whiffen, Secretary; Mrs 
Jane Bugg (representing STEM); 
The Rev Christopher Hall (Christian 
Concern for One World); Mrs Bar- 
bara Dunn (Mothers’ Union, Over- 
seas Committee), Miss Gill Poole 
(Church Missionary Society); Dr 
Janet Hodgson (United Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel); Miss 
Glenys Williams (South American 
Missionary Society); Miss Moira 
Johnson (Bible Churchmen’s Mission- 
ary Society). 


More Good 
thoughts on 
manners 


I was thinking . . . about 
manners. There has always 
been affirm belief among 
older generations that the 
manners of the young are 
not what they used to be in 
their own youth. But neither 
is the word ‘manners’ the 
same as it used to be. 

The motto of William of 
Wykeham (1324 - 1404) was 
‘Manners Makyth Man’, 
which he passed on to the 
famous school he founded 
at Winchester. ‘Manners’ 
then meant a mode of be- 
haviour. We still say that 
someone behaved in a 
strange ‘manner’. Your 
‘manner’ was your personal- 
ity, YOU. After Jesus had 
stilled the storm on the 
lake, his disciples asked, 
awestruck: “Wnat manner 
of man is this?” 

Most religions teach con- 
sideration for others: cour- 
tesy, or a good manner. 
After all, it is sound socio- 
logical sense. If someone is 
unpleasant to us, we are 
tempted to be unpleasant 
back. But kindness breeds 
kindness. Sometimes, when 
shopping, I think that the 
world is divided into two 
sorts of people: those who 
let swing doors bang back 
on you and those who wait 
— probably with a smile — 
and hold them for you. 

Good manners are not 
just a frill to a polished 
social life: they are the 
expression of our Way of 
living. Jesus said He was the 
Way. _ „ J 

Diana Good 


Tell us about your link 

Does your parish have links with a church or a group of 
Christians abroad? We know that in the Diocese of 
Oxford there are many such links where there has been 
an exchange of visits, shared prayer, and fellowship. 
Many of these are with Christians on mainland Europe. 
But others have linked Missionaries, hospitals and 
schools that receive support and overseas prayer partners. 
We want to draw up a list showing all these contacts. 
Please send your details to Canon Bill Whiffen, 90 
Booker Avenue, Brad well Common, Milton Keynes 
MK13 8EF. 


Space for Prayer 


God our Father, whose will it is that all shall be saved; bless 
all who go forth in the fellowship of the Church to preach, 
to teach and to heal; guard, guide and use them; raise up 
more people in your worldwide Church to pray and to 
work, to care and to understand, to give to you and to go 
for you that your Church may grow, your will be done, 
your kingdom come and your glory will be revealed through 
Jesus. Christ our Lord. 

Adapted from the Church Missionary Society Prayer. 
This months your prayers are asked for: 

The work of the Anglican Church through its missionary 
societies. 

The inmates, staff and Chaplains of the Prisons in our 
Diocese (see page 13). 

The first meeting of the new Diocesan Synod (November 9). 
The Dean and Canons of Christ Church. 


MAIDENHEAD 
FIREPLACE CENTRE 
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• Electric Fires 
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CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY 

PEOPLE 

CMS is about people. People shaped 
by the Gospel. People in mission. 

People to People is central to CMS; 
enabling Christians from Britain, Africa 
and Asia to join together, crossing 
cultures to proclaim the Gospel, to form 
and renew churches and to work for 
justice in sodiety. 


For your FREE CMS Information Pack 
ring Sue Parks on: 

^ 071-928 8681 or write to: 
Sue Parks, CMS, Partnership House, 
157 Waterloo Road, London SE1 8UU. 


I -xphiiipMANiser. 

(biAJin^ 

TvEJfTVfLNT DESIGN! S 


ORIGINAL EMBROIDERY— 
ARTIST DESIGNED 
VESTMENTS, FRONT ALS, 
HANGINGS, BANNERS 


Photographs and details from: 
St Deny’s Bookshop, 235/237 
Manchester Com Exchange, 
Hanging Ditch, M4 3BP 
Tel: 061-835 1069 
(home: 0942 813280) 


HARPIST 

Atmospheric, 
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Rome and women priests 


I read with great interest 
Bishop Richard’s explana- 
tion of his vote in favour of 
the ordination of women in 
September’s The DOOR. 
In it, he said that “very 
many Roman Catholics are 
hoping that the Church of 
England will decide in favour 
of the ordination of women 
preparing the ground for a 
similar decision within the 
Roman Catholic Church” 

I think comments like this 
could mislead people into 
thinking that the majority 
of Catholics want women 

riests, and expect them to 

appen in the Catholic 
Church if the Church of 
England decides to ordain 
women. This is not my 
experience of the Church, 
and as I read the situation, 
the movement in favour of 
ordaining women might 
more accurately be described 
as coming from a vocal 
minority within certain coun- 
tries only. As I understand 
it, there is little desire for 
women priests in Africa, 
the Far East, Latin America 
or the Latin countries of 
Europe. Nor do I believe 
there is any great demand 
or even interest in this 
matter in Eastern Europe. 
Rather, it is an issue of 
white rich countries, where 
the feminist movement has 
made great strides in recent 
years. 

I feel that the Bishop’s 
comment that “very many 
Roman Catholics . . .’’could 
indeed mislead your readers 
to think that the majority of 
Catholics in the world want 
and expect there to be 
women priests. It would be 
sad if Anglicans were misled 
to believe this to be the 
case, and therefore to vote 
in favour of them when I 
would have thought that an 
objective reading of the 
Catholic situation would 
show this not to be so. 

Mgr. J Joyce 
Reading , Berks 

Vocation 
for all 

I am sure that we all 
welcome the development 
of the vocation network, 
and will pray for an increas- 
ing number of women and 
men coming to ordination. 
However, I would like to 
express my very great con- 
cern about some of the 
underlying assumptions ex- 
pressed by use of language 
in the article on vocation in 
the October DOOR 

Many of us see vocation 
as an important word for 
the whole people of God, 
and not just for those called 
to authorised ministry. I 
hope that the many lay 


people who read The 
DOOR will believe that 
they each have a vocation 
from God to grow into the 
fullness of the stature of 
Christ, and to give them- 
selves in witness and service. 
To use the term “full-time 
ministry” exclusively for 
clergy is the kind of 
clericalism of the worst kind 
that I thought we had left 
long ago. “Full-time minis- 
try” is not an option, but 
the call of God to us all. 

Keith Lamdin 
Oxford 

Narrow view 

I was sorry that the article 
‘A Sense of Vocation’ in 
the October issue took such 
a narrow view, making no 
specific reference to the 
Diaconate, for example, and 
not even a passing reference 
to the vocation to ministry 
that comes to us all as 
baptised Christians. 

The article about the Ox- 
ford Ministry Course on the 


next page made me wonder 
if the training of ordinands 
in an isolated group, rather 
than alongside those doing 
‘lay training’, goes some 
way to explain why the 
clergy so often seem to 
monopolise ‘vocation’ and 
‘ministry’ for themselves. 

I was present at the recent 
service in the Cathederal 
when those who had com- 
pleted that course were made 
Deacons. Perhaps it was 
significant that, although 
there were many robed 
clergy present, there were 
not apprently any robed 
Readers — who might have 
represented the ‘lay’ ministry 
of us all. 

Penny Nairne 
Chipping Norton , Oxon 

What price 
the family? 

With regard to the ‘Opinion’ 
article by William Purcell, 
“What price the family to- 
day?”, I do agree with his 
basic tenet — that the family 


with father, mother and chil- 
dren, is the best method of 
holding together society. 

However, Canon Purcell 
seemed 'to imply that a 
lowered birth rate is some- 
how bad for the future, in 
that there will be an imbal- 
ance between older and 
younger people and too large 
a Third World population. 

This seems a very short- 
sighted view. Our earth will 
soon be trying to support 
too many people. This is 
probably the biggest problem 
facing all nations, keeping 
a Western birthrate high so 
we are not overtaken by the 
Third World is very 
shortsighted. Perhaps we 
would be served better by 
encouraging birth control? 
If that could be done now, 
voluntarily, perhaps we 
would not be forced into 
the draconian Chinese policy 
of one child. 

So, I agree that the family 
is more important today 
than ever before. But let’s 


not get hung up on a 
lowered birth rate. Let’s 
keep the big picture in 
mind, before it’s too late. 

Melinda Neese , 
Marlow 

Debating 

societies 

I read with interest the 
contributions from two of 
our General Synod members 
in the October DOOR, since 
they only confirmed my 
long-held belief that Synods 
have become glorified debat- 
ing societies which have out- 
grown their usefulness. 
Whatever these two may 
say, their views are far 
removed from those of the 
average, middle-of-the-road 
churchgoer who finds such 
intellectualism intimidating. 

This apart, what concerns 
me most is the sheer cost of 
providing a forum which i$ 
the focus of so much ridicule 
by the majority. In the last 
four years, the contribution 
levied on the Oxford Diocese 
has increased by over 50 


per cent and is set to go 
even higher. Indeed, it has 
been reported that the ac- 
commodation costs alone for 
the York Synod exceeded 
£200,000, quite apart from 
other costs, such as travel 
— first class, no doubt. 
And for what? According to 
Canon Whiffen it is “to 
seek a new vision of God”, 
whatever that may mean. 

No, you are absolutely 
right. It is all a gigantic 
waste of money which would 
be better spent on such as 
the homeless, with whom 
these two Synod Members 
profess to have so much 
sympathy. 

K . J. White 
Headington, Oxford 

Not so ‘Holy’ 

Having recently returned 
from my second visit to 
Israel/Palestine in a year, I 
was interested by the 
advertisement in your Sep- 
tember issue offering readers 
an ‘Invitation to the Holy 
Land . . .its magic and its 
beauty’. The advertisement 
goes on to describe the 
fascinations of the ‘land of 
Israel’. 

I hope that readers avail- 
ing themselves of this pack- 
age will be aware that at 
least one of the places on 
their itinerary, namely 
Bethlehem, is not in fact in 
Israel, but in the occupied 
West Bank. 

I hope also that as the 
visitors relish their stay in 
‘specially selected four-star 
hotels’ and tuck into their 
‘lavish buffet breakfasts’ they 
will be conscious that in the 
nearby West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, Palestinian refugees 
will be enjoying the benefits 
of open sewers, overcrowd- 
ing and malnutrition, while 
a substantial amount of 
their water is pumped daily 
into illegal Israeli settlements 

I hope that while they are 
being shown ‘the best of the 
country’ the tourists will 
bear in mind that inter- 
national law is being cynical- 
ly flouted around them (the 
United Nations will confirm 
this, as will Amnesty Inter- 
national). Land confiscation, 
collective punishment, famil- 
ies divided by deportation, 
imprisonment without 
charge or trial, punitive tax- 
ation, closure of educational 
institutions and general har- 
assment of the Palestinian 
population are all examples 
of this. 

I hope that nobody returns 
ignorant of and unmoved by 
the intense human suffering 
and injustice of this region. 

Fiona Hickman 
Bletchley, Bucks 




GORGEOUS i 

WEDDING 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

COLOUR AND BLACK/WHITE 

Contact: Roy Davies 

Tel: 0235 814845 



HARLEQUIN GLASS 

Stained Glass 
Restoration 

Specialist in glass painting , repair 
of damaged panels and windows. 

We can undertake the complete work, from 
removal of the damaged panel through to the 
installation of the restored piece. 

REPAINTING, MATCHING OF 
ORIGINAL GLASS, & RELEADING 

New commissions also undertaken 

Folly Bridge Workshops, 
Thames Street, Oxford OX1 1SU 
(access via Cromwell Street) 

Telephone 0865 727203 


§ If • W Royal County of 

{•CAL g BERKSHIRE 

social tavicii T7f 

IN •CAASHlAt 

WELCOME SOMEONE 
SPECIAL INTO YOUR HOME 

Last year Tim was 20 and still living in a home 
for cnildren with learning difficulties. He wanted 
and needed to move on. But Tim really didn't 
want to live in a large home for adults. 

So, we found Tim a home with a capable, caring 
family. 

Today Tim is busy learning about life. He loves 
his new lifestyle. And Tim's host family enjoy 
having him around. 

Could you offer someone like Tim long-term 
accommodation? 

If you could we will offer you financial and 
professional support. 

We are especially interesting in meeting people 
living in or near Berkshire. 

Like to know more? Contact: 

Chris Lyne (0734) 753302 


o The 
Samaritans 


Ordinary people who care for the 
desperate, lonely and suicidal. 

COULD YOU BE A 
VOLUNTEER? 

Amersham 432000. 

Banbury 270000. 

Bracknell 55556. 

Milton Keynes 667777 
Newbury 42452. 

Oxford 722122. 

Reading 505505. 

Slough 31011. 



Always there at the end oi the line 



DO YOU NEED 
SOME MONEY GO GO 
SKIING THIS SEASON 


SO DO WE! 

THE UPHILL SKI CLUB OF GREAT BRITAIN, A REGISTERED 
CHARITY, URGENTLY NEEDS DONATIONS TO ENABLE PEOPLE 
WITH DISABILITIES TO EXPERIENCE THE EXCITEMENT AND 
BENEFITS OF SKIING THIS SEASON. IF YOU WISH TO MAKE A 
DONATION PLEASE SEND IT TO: 

THE UPHILL SKI CLUB, 12 PARK CRESCENT, 

LONDON WIN 4EQ OR CALL 071-636 1989 

DIRECTORS: D. WRIGHT, R. GORDON, H. POIRIER 
CHARITY NO: 287106 


SOUTH AFRICA 

3 WEEK TOUR 6-29 FEBRUARY 1992 

Swap the English Winter for the South African 
Summer. 

Price £1,825 all inclusive 

Your visit will benefit the Church in South Africa 

Contact: Rev Anthony de Vere, 
Elsfield Vicarage, Oxford OX3 9UH 

Tel: 086735 260 


TOC H 

Cuddesdon House, 
Cuddesdon, Oxford 0X9 9HB 

Telephone: 08677 2004 

Well equipped modern house set in 
four acres. Sleeps 21 (mainly single 
rooms). 

Two conference rooms (each seating 
30), plus smaller group rooms. 

Near M40 — seven miles from Oxford. 
Ideal for conferences, retreats, group 
holidays. 

All enquiries to Warden in residence 
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SUibin Stance 

ORGAN BUILDER 

Re-builds, restorations, regular tuning and 
maintenance visits 

6 SUNNYMEDE AVENUE, CHESHAM, BUCKS HP5 3LE 
Telephone: 0494-785118 
Member Incorporated Society of Organ Builders 


HALL BROS 

Tailors and Mercers 

Capes/Cassocks (made to measure, fitted on out premises). Stocks — 
Vestocks — Cottas - Collars (Plastic or Linen), Shirts (Black, Grey or 
Blue), Academic Gowns, Hoods and Choirs Robes. 

Ready to wear Cassocks from £40 
You can be assured of our personal attention to cut, fit and quality. 
Please call or telephone us at: 

119 HIGH STREET, OXFORD 0X1 4BX 

TELEPHONE: 242756 


STEPHEN PARKIN 


Building Contractor 

We specialise in Church restoration 
and listed building work. 
References available 

Contact: 

0296 661472 



DUMONT ALTAR BREADS 

PRIESTS, PEOPLE AND CONCELEBRATION 
SIZES 

WHITE AND WHOLEMEAL ALSO GLUTEN 
FREE and SEALED EDGE WAFERS 
VINO SANTODENS, COMMUNION WINE 
Amber Wine, solely for Alter use. 

Price lists and details on request from: 

F. A. DUMONT LTD. 
High Street, Lyminge, 
Folkstone, Kent CT18 8EL 
Tel. (0303) 863193 



FIND A NEW 
SIDE TO YOURSELF 

Give a year to serve and support a 
community in Britain or overseas 



HOUSEWORK 


Fully trained staff clean your home with 
care to the highest standard. Regular, 
Spring clean or one off. 

Call Chores 

Oxford — 0865 791996 
Chilterns — 0494 715824 
Thames Valley — 0628 20660 
Wokingham/Bracknell — 04867 81742 

All Staff referenced and insured. Latest equipment, safe 

nrorfiif'ts Fverv area viRitprt 



Missionary life in 


‘ ‘ Believing in God is something that grows 
bigger and better, as you understand 
more.” These words come from an article 
by 15-year-old Catherine Cooper in the 
May Edition of The DOOR about growing 
in faith and apply very well to arfother 
aspect of Christian life — the worldwide 
body of Christ, the Church. “ Believing in 
the oneness of the body of Christ worldwide 
is something that grows bigger and better 
as you understand more . ” 

But how do you get to understand more? 
Mention the word ‘ mission ’ and most of us 
think of something antiquated done by 
eccentrics displaying a zeal for the ascetic 



life to which we could never aspire. Too 
many of us have formulated our idea of 
mission from romantic black-and-white 
movies, or the handed-down Victorian 
perception of good works. The truth is that 
most mission work in the world today is 
done by lively, pragmatic people. Many of 
them are professional people, and the 
majority are not white. 

Oxford Diocese is full of living examples 
of practical mission partnerships and activit- 
ies, as this report reveals. However, there 
are many places where the mention of more 
involvement with mission gives rise to 
anguish at the prospect of yet more charges 
on precious time and money. In fact, 
involvement in the worldwide work of 
mission benefits all of us and more and 
more churches in Britain are waking up to 
the riches of understanding which we eta 
receive when we invest in, and welcome, 
the ministry to us of Christians from other 
cultures; as well as investing time, money 
and energy in working in partnership with 
them across frontiers in this country and 
others. 

Gill Poole 
Area Secretary 
Church Missionary Society 


Window on the world 




‘GEORGE MUST GO’, the 
slogan read on the large 
paper aeroplane at the back 
of the church. George was a 
62-year-old choir member, 
recently retired, now em- 
barking on a two-year as- 
signment as a CMS mission 
partner, a technical instruc- 
tor in a training school in 
Pakistan. We were finding 
£400 to pay his fare. Such a 
personal link made mission 
interest easy. 

Over the years, our par- 
ishes have given 10 per cent 
of their income to overseas 
missions, and 5 per cent to 
home missions. We have 
had to work at raising per- 
sonal interest in missions, to 
reflect the amount of money 
given. 

We have a combined 
Missions Committee, which 
meets monthly to hear and 
share news and, particularly, 
to pray. News is included 
regularly in Sunday interces- 
sions. We have encouraged 
individuals and groups to 
maintain links with particular 
mission partners. From time 
to time there have been 
preachers on mission 
themes. 

David was a CMS 
agriculturalist in Tanzania. 
He spent weekends with us 
while doing a course on 
rural development at Read- 
ing University. Now he is 
on a new assignment in a 
remote part of Zaire. We 
are following his progress 
with interest and prayers. 

Christine was once a Path- 
finder leader here, and a 
teacher in Didcot. We have 
followed closely her crises 
and fortunes as a teacher in 
the Sudan. First she suddenly 
lost her father, then at short 
notice she left during the 
Gulf crisis, and suddenly 
was promoted by the gov- 
ernment as headteacher for 
a while. 

Colin and Margaret, both 
retired doctors and members 
of Chilton Church, have 
gone on short assignments 
to Tanzania, Mozambique 
and Portugal in recent years. 

Concern for world mission 
will be limited if people are 
not really concerned about 
evangelism and caring within 
the parish and in this coun- 
try. So we need to work at 
both together. The mission 
partners and the life of the 
overseas Church bring a 


At our next joint PCC 
meeting we shall ask how 


wider picture of what God 
is doing. 

ext jc 
shall 

we can respond systemati- 
cally and positivelly to all 
the appeals for emergency 
relief and development, 
without being overwhelmed 
by them, or constantly feel- 
ing guilty, or allowing the 
physical needs which are 
obvious, visible and immedi- 
ate to dominate over the 
spiritual needs. In his minis- 


try, Jesus did not neglect 
either. 

We need to have the 
windows of our church open 
to both the local scene and 
the global panorama. After 
all, “God so loved the 
world . . 

Chris Stott 

Chris Stott worked in Ethio- 
pia and Tanzania before 
coming Rector of St Mat- 
thew's Harwell with All 
Saints' Chilton. 


Augustin Marsal, Diocesan 
Evangelist for the Diocese 
of Argentina (larger than 
western Europe) has been 
invited by SAMS (The South , 
American Missionary' 
Soceity) to share with par- 
ishes in England (specifically 
here in Oxford Diocese) the 
work he is doing in the 
Argentine as a way of feed- 
back or partnership with the 
Latin American church. 

Christians here can learn 
from Augustin’s ideas for 
the Decade of Evangelism, 
and he has been learning 
from us about our different 
ways of witnessing and draw- 
ing new people to faith in 
our one Lord and Saviour. 
Here is a method of sharing 
with the church overseas in 
which we can all have a 
part, and Augustin has been 



Ben Mutia is pictured in Oxford with 
and Caitlin, from St Paul’s, Banbury. 

Jordan — i 
to be forg< 


Learning from the 
Latin experience 


encouraged by the interest 
shown in South America by 
many of the churches he 
has visited. You can do 
your part by befriending a 
foreign student in your area, 
and finding out about their 
lives and their culture. 

SAMS supports missionar- 
ies South American repub- 
lics, as well as in Spain and 
Portugal. From providing 
support for a creche and 
orphanage in Brazil, to set- 
ting up an alpaca knitting 
programme in Arequipa, 
Peru, missionaries are en- 
gaged in a multitude of 
different tasks spreading the 
gospel and the love of Christ. 

SAMS: Miss Glenys Wil- 
liams, 11 Priory Court , Har- 
low , Essex CM18 7 AX. Tel: 
0274 417849 


Melanesia in Harpsden 

One parish in the Diocese which cannot escape its 
involvement with overseas mission is Harpsden. Its Priest-in- 
Charge is also General Secretary of the Melanesian Mission 
in this country. The Rectory serves as the Mission office. 

Melanesia — a province of the Anglican Communion 
which takes the Solomon Islands & Vanuatu in the S.W. 
Pacific — has six dioceses. It now has its own Board of 
Mission which sends missionaries to other countries. 
Harpsden is used to having dark-skinned bishops in its 
parish. 

Diocesan Church House at North Hinksey helps Melanesia, 
too. They receive faxes from the Solomons, and have the 
privilege of receiving tomorrow’s news today, because of the 
time zones! Harpsden doesn’t have its parish priest every 
Sunday he’$ sometimes elsewhere talking about Melanesia, 
and occasionally may be found walking in the bush on 
volcanic islands in the Pacific. 

Melanesian Mission: General Secretary, The Rev David Salt, 
2 Harpsden Way, Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 1NL . Tel: 
0491 573401 


This summer I accompanied 
my husband Jonathan 
(Curate, St Edburg, 
Bicester) to Amman, Jor- 
dan, where, with our 
Bishop’s blessing, he was 
the Anglican Chaplaincy’s 
locum priest for August. 
This is the country which 
was flooded with refugees 
from Iraq and whose King 
Hussain, against the odds, 
maintained relations be- 
tween Arabism and the 
West. What did we find 
there, now that other coun- 
tries dominate the world 
news bulletins? 

The mission of Jordan’s 
English-speaking Anglican 
Chaplaincy in late 1990 was 
at the forefront of the relief 
effort during the first wave 
of expatriate Asian, African 
and non-Arab refugees from 
Kuwait. It was the first to 
set up a camp on the border 
(with the Middle East Coun- 
cil of Churches), the first to 
mobilize the despatch and 
distribution of aid, and ever 
since has had a reputation 
(especially among local Mus- 
lims) for unstinting generos- 
ity both material and 
spiritual. 

These first refugees were 
granted visas and moved on 
from Jordan in a relatively 
short time. Very little, how- 
ever, has been reported 
about the second, much 
more significant wave of 
refugees which arrived since 
the end, as the West sees it, 
of the Gulf War. Almost 
entirely Jordanian and 
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in the Diocese 

Kenyan impact 
hits Banbury 



red in Oxford with Mrs Jean Thomson 
It Paul’s, Banbury. See story right. 
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Palestinian, these refugees 
widen still further the scope 
of the mission of the Arabic- 
speaking communities in Jor- 
dan. They need your 
prayers. 

For many people here, 
the word ‘Mission’ conjures 
up visions of Bible supper 
parties and bring-a-friend- 
to-a-Prom-Praise-evening. 
While these have their place, 
mission in Amman in 1991 
means unequivocal service 
and reconciliation; welcom- 
ing and providing for those 
who have nowhere else to 
go, giving them water when 
they don’t have the money 
to pay, treating the sick 
fleeing from the atrocities 
of those allowed back in 
power by our Western 
leaders, and alleviating the 
dreadful loneliness and help- 
lessness experienced by all 
displaced people. But these 
people need God too: and 
they search for him. The 
Church must be — and in 
Amman is striving to be — 
a place for all, even if 
various sections of it dislike 
or disagree with each other. 

A vivid memory of our 
Jordan chaplaincy is of two 
refugees whom we got to 
know very well. Their eulogy 
for the English speaking 
Anglican Chaplaincy and 
its priests, its rescue of 
them from the desert, and 
of all that it had been for 
them was very sincere and 
very heartening. 

Sarah Goodall 



“If I am preaching in Africa, 
I say: ‘Repent of your sins!’ 
If I am preaching in England, 
it is better to say: ‘Some of 
you may have sinned: per- 
haps you should consider 
repentance.’” 

This was one of Ben 
Mutia’s more memorable 
sayings when he visited the 
parish of Banbury earlier 
this year. Ben is a parish 
priest in Kenya, who was 
here in England for the 
Brighton conference on 
world evangelism, and then 
for the return leg of a youth 
exchange visit. Thanks to 
CMS, we were able to invite 
him to stay for a few days 
between these engagements 
— and we certainly learned 
a lot. 

We had been warned that 
inviting Ben to preach would 
be exciting, but a risk: we 
took the risk. In fact, he 
didn’t preach, only “share”. 
As English is his third langu- 
age he felt he would find it 
hard to communicate. Three- 
quarters-of-an-hour of dy- 
namic, fluent ‘sharing’ later, 
we wondered what it was 
like hearing him preach in 
his native tongue! 


There were challenges of 
other sorts, too. Were we 
worshipping God with our 
hearts as well as our songs? 
Why was there so much 
immorality, as he saw it, in 
our dress and behaviour? 
We didn’t buy a photocopier 
for the vicarage, either, 
when we realised that for 
the same price Ben could, 
build a church . . . 

Sending money back with 
him was a natural response 
of love for many, but we 
learned there too. What 
effect will the sudden riches 
of Ben’s church have on 
neighbouring parishes? What 
will be the motives when 
the neighbouring clergy want 
to visit England, too? These 
are questions without easy 
answers. But thank you, 
Ben, for raising them, and 
for sharing the good news 
with us afresh. 

As a result of Ben’s visit, 
we in the deanery have 
been inspired to explore the 
ppssibility of welcoming an 
overseas Christian for a long- 
er working visit to our 
churches through the CMS 
Interchange programme. 

David Thomson 
St PauVSy Banbury 


How the Seed was sown 



You could have been forgiven for thinking you were in 
South America, as the haunting strains of Andean tunes 
wafted around several churches in the Oxford Diocese in 
September and October. And if you didn’t get to St 
Aldate’s, Oxford, Thame Parish Church, or St Mary’s in 
the Butts, Reading, you missed a wonderful experience! The 
Peruvian music group ‘La Semilla’ (The Seed) treated their 
listeners to a fascinating selection of music, most of it 
composed by the leader, Cesar Gervasi, and performed with 
verve by the five young musicians. 

This was La Semilla’s second visit to the UK arranged by 
SAMS (South American Missionary Society). The free 
concerts aimed to share their love of the Lord and their 
faith in him through their music — which is traditional to 
Peru, and played on a fascinating variety of instruments 
such as quena, zampona, charango and guitar. With some 
of the music there was a slide show, demonstrating what is 
being done to help the people of Peru who live under the 
threat of the guerilla movement called the ‘Shining Path’. 
Whether you speak Spanish or not, you cannot fail to be 
fascinated by the wonderful rhythms and haunting melodies 
of the Andes; here at last is a chance to hear about South 
America from the nationals themselves, and to share in 
what Christians of different nationalities are doing together. 

Que vuelvan pronto! — Come back soon, La Semilla! 

Virginia Patterson , Earley , Reading 


Teamwork 
for all 
ages 


When, nine years ago, our 
elder son and his wife told 
us they were going to work 
with BCMS Crosslinks in 
Southern Portugal, we had 
mixed feelings. Of course, 
we wished them and their 
growing children to stay 
near to us, but we were 
sure God wanted them 
abroad. And the work of 
setting up the A Rocha 
Christian Field Centre 
sounded exactly right for 
them. 

They now have four chil- 
dren, two of whom are at 
school in this country, so 
we are glad to visit them 
and encourage them as well 
as having them in our home 
on leave-outs. 

Every two years the family 
have a two-month break, 
and finding places for them 
to stay as well as fitting 
them into our now smaller 
home can be difficult. Dur- 
ing these times it is not easy 
for them to keep packing 
and unpacking for six peo- 
ple, but they face these 
challenges with cheerfulness. 

Unlike some other 
missionaries’ parents, we do 
have the added advantage 
of being able to visit the 
Algarve from time to time, 
where we have the privilege 
of joining in the life of the 
A Rocha Centre and lending 
a hand with various jobs. 

It is an unexpected joy in 
retirement to find oneself 
part of a team, and the 
away team are the first to 
say that without the help 
and prayers of their relatives 
and marvellously supportive 
friends, they could not con- 
tinue to do God’s work in 
Portugal. 

Mary Harris , Abingdon 

Middle East 
in mind 

A well-packed monthly 
magazine is now being pro- 
duced by Gill King (of St 
Edburg’s, Bicester. PIL- 
GRIM provides a notice 
board of forthcoming events 
— from local prayer meet- 
ings, celebrations, talks or 
conferences to Holy Land 
pilgrimages; a digest of news 
from relevant agencies; stor- 
ies from people with first- 
hand experience of the 
Middle East; prayer diary; 
children’s page; up-dates on 
Middle East hostages; con- 
tact information. 

PILGRIM is Gill King’s 
practical contribution to the 
continuing struggle for peace 
in the Middle East. For 
copies write to her at 30 
Cnurchill Road, 
BICESTER, Oxon. 


The drawings below are 
by Stephanie Driver aged 
9 whose parents, Janet 
and John Driver are with 
CMS in Sri Lanka 


BCMS CROSSLINKS 




BCMS Crosslinks (formerly the Bible 
Churchmen’s Missionary Society) is renam- 
ed because of the changing nature of world 
mission. No longer is mission the west to 
the rest-of-the- world, rather it is the task 
of Christians of all nations to go to all 
nations. Norman and Denise Critchell 
work in Slough among the Asian commu- 
nity; David and Elizabeth Bishop have 
gone from St Clement’s Oxford to Harare, 
Zimbabwe. Into the Oxford Diocese come 
Christians from overseas with all the 
insights and gifts they bring us: Erzsbet 


Komlosi from Hungary, Idi (pastor) and 
Carol Ninan from India, (all studying at 
Wycliffe Hall) and Mutava Musyimi pastor 
from Kenya, a visiting lecturer. 

BCMS Crosslinks enables the giving and 
receiving of God’s people across cultural 
frontiers; people who bring fresh teaching 
and challenges from the Gospel. 

SW Regional Co-ordinator: Miss Moira 
Johnson , 52 King George Close , Charlton 
Park, Cheltenham, GL53 7RW Tel: 0242 
233064. 


BCMS CROSSLINKS 

SHALL I GO? 

Is a conference run by BCMS Crosslinks 
for those wanting to find our more 
about international mission. 

17th-19th JANUARY, 1992 
AT REDLAND CHURCH, BRISTOL 
Details: Moira Johnson, 0242-233064 



STEP 
INTO 
SOUTH 
AMERICA 


But how can they call to him for help if 
they have not believed? And how can they 
believe if they have not heard the message? 
And how can they hear if the message is 
not proclaimed? And how can the message 
be proclaimed if the messengers are not 
sent out? 

SAMS objective is to serve 
the church in South 
America in partnership with 
the church in England 
through the whole 


jf 




33 SAMS 

South American 
Missionary Society 





gospel of Jesus Christ. 



FOSTER CAR INC 


WHEN CHILDREN NEED TO BE 
LOOKED AFTER AWAY FROM THEIR 
FAMILIES - WHERE DO THEY GO? 

When they are troubled and when they have to leave familiar faces and 
places or when they just need the opportunity to spend time with other 
families — where do they go? 

Whenever possible they go to foster carers but there are simply not 
enough foster carers to go round. 

Foster Carers need to be able to put themselves in other people’s 
shoes — in the shoes of the child and of their parents. They need to be 
able to work in partnership with parents, social workers and other 
professionals to plan and care for the child. 

IF YOU LIVE WITHIN EASY REACH OF THE CITY and believe you 
could care for children and young people: 

• on a TEMPORARY basis - or for weekends on a regular basis. 

WITH DISABILITIES for regular weekends or on a long term basis. 

• who, like Ricky need a LONG TERM HOME. 


...THEN COME TO AN INFORMATION MEETING AT COUNTY HALL 
ON OCTOBER 30th AT 8.00pm, or write for further information to: 

Family Placement Team 
City Chambers (2nd Floor) 

Queen Street, 

Oxford 0X1 1HD 

FOSTER CARERS ARE PAID A WEEKLY ALLOWANCE WHICH 
VARIES FROM £61.93 TO £123.78 

FOSTER CARERS OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES ARE PAID AN 
HOURLY RATE OF 50 PENCE. 


RICKY is 7, and he needs a permanent 
alternative family. Ricky loves football and 
being on his bike. He takes a keen interest in 
everything around him. Ricky is wary of 
affection and rarely cries — he will need a lot 
of encouragement to unlock his feelings. 
Ricky’s home life disrupted his education but 
he is now beginning to make progress. 

For more Information about RICKY only, 
phone Mary Austin on Oxford 815374. 
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A QUESTION OF CARING 


Mrs Monica 
Evans 

QUALIFIED 


CHIROPODIST 

Private chiropody in the 
comfort and privacy of your 
home. Specialist in the 
Aylesbury area. 

Tel: (0296) 
641403 


UNIVERSAL CARE 

CARING IN THE HOME 

We specialise in providing 
companion/housekeepers to enable 
the elderly and infirm to remain 
living in their own homes. 
CHESTER HOUSE, 9 WINDSOR END 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS HP9 2JJ 
Tel: (0494) 678811. Fax: (0494) 
671259 

(Emp Agy FRES Member) 


Oxford Aunts Care 

Temporary live-in help plus day or night care. 
Oxford 791017 

Nans of Oxford Aunts 

Nanny, Au Pair, Nursery Nurse service 
Oxford 791016 

Oxford Aunts Domestic 

Cleaning, Cooking, Gardening, Babysitting, etc. 
Oxford 249784 


OXFORD AL MS EMPLOYMENT AGENCY, 2 GEORGE ST, OXFORD 


BETHANY HOUSE 

Single and double rooms are available 
in this small Residential Home for the 
Elderly, situated 50 yards from 
Harrogate's elegant and peaceful Valley 
Gardens. 

All our spacious rooms have en-suitc 
bathrooms and are equipped with 
nurse and call’. A stair lift is installed. 
Bethany House is registered with the 
local authorities, and complies with all 
fire safety regulations. 

Long-stay and short-stay residents all 
enjoy the restful atmosphere, with 
home cooked meals using only fresh 
ingredients. 

DHSS funded welcome. 

Please contact the resident owner, 
Mrs Jennifer Chew for a brochure 
on Harrogate (0423) 501650 
or write to Bethany House, 3 
Margaret Road. Harrogate, North 
Yorkshire HG2 OJZ 


1 

LOOKING FOR 
RESIDENTIAL CARE? 

CONTACT US BEFORE 
STARTING YOUR 
SEARCH FOR A HOME 

ARldllv 

(COMMUNITY CARE) 

21 SURREY STREET, NORWICH 

* 

(0603) 

764567 

II 1 


YEW TREE HOUSE 

Caters for Frail and Confused Elderly 

• Individual and Independent Care 

• Home from Home Environment 

Fees from £1 70 per week 
DHSS funded residents welcome 
Beautiful, peaceful gardens. 

Long and Short Stay Care 

TEL: HIGH WYCOMBE (0494) 445100 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising 
in the tranquilliser-free care of patients with 
Alzheimer's disease. We have qualified and ex- 
perienced staff, large gardens and grounds, and 
beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, 
contact George Tuthill, who will be pleased to 
show you around. 

Wardington House Nursing Home 
near Banbury, Oxon OX17 1SD. 

Telephone: (0295) 750513 


A HOME FROM HOME 



Lyndhurst Residential Care Home 

★ 24 hour care by experienced staff under the personal supervision of 
Matron Mrs C. M. Bronoch SRN, RSCN. 

★ We are situated in the centre of the village overlooking The Cricket 
Green. 

it We offer excellent home cooking with special diets catered for, if 
required. 

it Long or short-term care, holiday stays and day care available. Plus 
rooms with ensuite facilities. 

For further details contact Matron on: 

GORING (0491) 873397 
LYNDHURST RD, GORING-ON-THAMES 
NR READING, RG8 9BL 


-/■ 


fount ry i ou sws 

St E m ergency Mother* 

Employment Bureau J 


THE NATIONWIDE CARING SERVICE 

PROVIDES * 

Help to enable the elderly and infirm remain in their own homes 
Relief for hard pressed relatives and holiday relief for regular carers 
Post Operative care 

HELP DURING 

Family crisis • Illness • Confinements • Holiday • Business Trips 
ALSO 

Caretakers — Security for the home and care for pets 

NEEDS 

Reliable, flexible, efficient staff to care for the elderly and infirm 
in their own homes or for families in times of crisis. 

Posts 2-4 weeks. Residential. Good Salaries 
Telephone for full information 
24 Hour Answering Service. 




HEAD OFFICE REGION 
HORSHAM 0403 210415 WINDSOR 
YORK 0904 631369 

MIDLANDS REGION 
LUTTERWORTH 0455 558858 
CHELTENHAM 0242 263362 
Shrewsbury 0743 353934 


N 


0753 832818 
COLCHESTER 0206 768659 
SOUTH WEST REGION 
PLYMOUTH 0752 346636 
BATH 0225 428438 

YEOVIL 0935 410343 


British 
Nursing 
Association 

PRIVATE HOUSES, HOSPITALS, NURSING 
HOMES, INDUSTRY, SCHOOLS, ETC. 
Fully Qualified Nurses (24 hours) 
available, full or part-time. 

Highest professional standard. 

Friendly, caring service. 
Private Insurance 
Schemes accepted. 

OXFORD 
BRANCH 

Tel: Oxford 245201 
HIGH WYCOMBE 


24 HOUR NURSING SERVICE 




SHELTERED ACCOMMODATION 

COVERDALE COURT, YEOVIL 

Coverdale Court is based on a concept of gradually increasing 
care. 

It consists of 14 well-built homes, each with its own small 
private garden, informally arranged around two skilfully 
landscaped courts, near the centre of Yeovil but completely 
secluded. 

Residents enjoy complete independence and privacy; but they 
have the assurance of an alarm system, serviced from the 
adjoining nursing-home, which provides immediate warden 
cover day and night. “Meals on wheels” and laundry service 
are available as and when required. There is a communal guest 
suite which eases the burden of hospitality. 

The houses are of different size (from one to three bedrooms) 
and design, but they are all built to the same high quality. They 
are to be sold on a long lease of 125 years. 

Prospectuses are available. Inspection is invited. Please 
telephone in the first instance: Chris and Hilary Wharton, 
0935-72102. One of the first residents has kindly said that he 
will answer any informal queries in confidence; telephone: 
0935-77835. 


ST LUKES 
NURSING HOME 



St Luke’s Nursing Home and Rehabilitation Centre is situated in 
a quiet residential part of Headington. It is purpose built, homely 
and has many modem facilities, including X-ray, hydrotherapy pool 
and a well equipped physiotherapy department. Many of the com- 
fortable rooms have en suite facilities and televisions, and all rooms 
have their own telephone. There are spacious lounges and dining 
rooms and all the food is home made. Full nursing care is provided 
and St Luke's has its own medical officer. 


HEAD OFFICE ADDRESS 

, 10A Market Square. Horsham. West Sussex. RH12 1 El a 

K> 'A 


For further information contact the Admissions Secretary on 
(0865) 750220. 


BANBURY PRIVATE AMBULANCE 
AND CAR SERVICE 

Also Wheelchair Minibus 

24-Hours 

WHEELCHAIRS AND COMMODES FOR HIRE 

Telephone (0295) 259189 


CHILWORTH HOUSE 

Registered Retirement Home 

24 hourly attention by caring staff 

Short or long stay 

Single and sharing accommodation now available. 
Special diets catered for 

7 RECTORY AVENUE, HIGH WYCOMBE 

TEL: HW 526867 


CHURCH FARMHOUSE 
HOLTON, OXFORD 


Residential Care 

ONE LARGE SINGLE ROOM AVAILABLE 



10 luxurious bed/sitting rooms, all ensuite facilities with TV & 
personal telephone points. Lift. Nurse call system. Home 
cooking. 

A beautiful country house midway Thame/Oxford tastefully 
converted but totally unspoiled, set in 14 acres in an area of 
outstanding natural beauty. 

Personally run by the proprietors, experienced in elderly care. 
Enquiries for long or short stay welcomed. 

For full details contact Mrs Margaret Shergold SRN 08677 2605 



< Denham 

^S&'hA&nor Nursing Home 


Long/short stay accommodtion and Day Care facilities are 
available, with superb food and special diets prepared by our 
excellent chef 

for further details please contact: 

Mrs Abbis , SRN, QIDN 
Halings Lane , Denham , Bucks UB9 5DQ 

Denham (0895) 834470 



Beautiful 16thC manor house designed specifically for those seeking 
choice, independence and long-term security during retirement. Fully 
registered care facilities including 24 hour nursing care in tranquil 
riverside setting. Congenial relaxing atmosphere; lounges, library, 
licensed bar. Apartments for couples, all accommodation en-suite. 
Superb leisure facilities; music, drama, the arts, bridge, fishing, 
croquet etc. 


Purpose-built Nursing Wing now open for long-term, 
convalescent and post-operative care. 


For further details please contact: Shirley Lefort, 

The Old Prebendal House, Shipton-under-Wychwood, 
Oxford OX7 6BQ. Tel: 0993 831888. 
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Life from the inside 

Reflections, poems and thoughts for Prisoners Week, mainly from an inmate s point of view. 

Why I think we 
have it easy! 


So often I hear Christians 
(and especially non- 
Christians), complaining that 
they are hard done by. I, 
for one have often found 
myself complaining that I’m 
in prison, that the food isn’t 
up to scratch, that the facilit- 
ies are not of this century, 
etc, etc. 

One of the hardest things 
that I have, had to come to 
terms with is the ridicule 
from other inmates, and 
more often staff, because of 
my faith. “He’s only doing 
it for parole” is probably 
the favourite put-down, but 
‘Bible basher’, ‘God squad’ 
and ‘Religious Reg’ must 
come a close second. These 
are just some of the things I 
hear whispered behind my 
back. 

People around me think I 
should be perfect and infal- 
lible — and are always 
ready to point out when I’m 
not. How do I cope with 
this? Well, I look back at 
the Apostles and how they 
were persecuted for their 
faith and eventually killed 
for it. Thank God I’ve got 
it so easy! 

Matthew suffered martyr- 
dom by being slain with a 
sword in Ethiopia. Mark 
expired at Alexandria after 


being cruelly dragged 
through the streets. Luke 
was hanged on an olive tree 
in the land of Greece. John 
was put in a cauldron of 
boiling water, but miracu- 
lously escaped death and 
was banished to Patmos. 
Peter was crucified in Rome 
with his head downwards. 
James the Greater was be- 
headed in Jerusalem, and 
James the Less was thrown 
from a lofty pinnacle of the 
temple and was then beaten 
to death with a club. 

Bartholomew was flayed 
alive. Andrew was bound to 
a cross where he preached 
to his persecutors until he 
died. Thomas was run 
through the body with a 
lance at Coromandel. Jude 
was shot to death with 
arrows. Matthais was first 
stoned and then beheaded. 
Barnabas was stoned to 
death at Salonica. Paul, after 
various tortures and persecu- 
tions, was at length behead- 
ed in Rome. 

Yeah I’ve got it real easy! 

Kevin (HMP Grendon) 

Kevin was until recently edi- 
tor of the Grendon Fellowship 
News , a Christian magazine 
produced within the prison. 


JUDGE YE GENTLY 

Pray you don’t find fault with the man who limps or 
stumbles on the road, unless you have worn the 
shoes he wears, or struggled beneath his load. 

There may be tacks in his shoes that hurt, though 
hidden from your view, or the burden he bears, placed 
on your back, may cause you to falter too. 

Don’t sneer at the man who’s down today unless you 
have felt the blow, that caused his fall. Or felt the 
shame that only the fallen know! 

You may be strong, but if the blows that were his, 
were dealt to you, in the self same way, in the self 
same time, you could have staggered too. 

Don’t be too harsh on the man who sins, or pelt him 
with words of stone, unless you are sure, ...yes, doubly 
sure, that you have no sins of your own. 

For you know perhaps, that the tempter’s voice could 
also call to you, as it did to him when he went 
astray.. ..it could cause you to falter too. 

Brian (D wing, Grendon) 


Prisons and prisoners are never far from the news 
these days, yet few people realise how many 
prisons and prisoners there are in the three 
countries of the Diocese. PRISONERS WEEK this 
year is being observed from November 17-23. Find 
out what is being arranged in your locality, and 
remember in your prayers the prisoners themselves, 
with their families, and all those such as the prison 
chaplain who are working for their benefit. 

David Griffiths 

The Venerable David Griffiths is Archdeacon of Berkshire 
and Chairman of the Order and Law Group in the 
Oxford Diocese 


Change of Heart 

How Grendon inmates 
swayed Kenneth Baker 


When the inmates of HMP 
Grendon near Aylesbury 
helped to organise an inter- 
national conference at the 
prison recently, ‘guests’ in- 
cluded the Home Secretary, 
Kenneth Baker. He listened 
to what the inmates had to 
say, and was so impressed 
that he decided to end 

The lush green meadow, 
The rolling downs, 

The dreams of children, 
And tranquil sounds, 
Waiting for daybreak, 

To walk in the dew 
Pictures from memory 
Pictures of you. 

By Jon for Cora 

Grendon’s ‘experimtenal’ 
status, so that its unique 
therapeutic methods can be 
used elsewhere. 

Grendon was set up almost 
30 years ago, and inmates 
who choose to go there 
must observe a strict non- 
violence rule. They also take 
part in regular group sessions 
when staff and prisoners sit 
down together on equal 
terms to face up to them- 
selves and one another (see 
the DOOR, November 
1989). 

Despite a high proportion 
of ‘lifers’, Grendon’s record 
of staff — inmate relations 
is exemplary. Indeed Lord 
Justice Woolf visited the 
prison last year during his 
investigation into the out- 
break of riots at other 
prisons. Even so, Grendon 
has officially remained an 


‘experiment’ on the fringe 
of the prison system. 

After his visit to the 
prison, Kenneth Baker wrote 
to the Governor to tell him 
that he though the inmates 
would be pleased with the 
announcement he was about 
to make. Then, on the day 
that the recent White Paper 
on prisons was published, 
came the news that 
Grendon’s experimental 
status would end. 

It’s good news for the 200 
prisoners on the waiting list 
for Grendon. It’s also a 
perfect farewell present for 
the Governor, Michael 
Selby, who retires on 
November 11. An active 
church member he has held 
the position for seven years, 
and has done a great deal 
to put the Grendon experi- 
ment permanently on the 
penal map. He will be suc- 
ceeded by Tim Newell. 



Meet the 
virtuous 
man 

I am described by my 
friends as an exemplary 
man. 

I do not drink, I do not 
smoke, do not go around 
with other women. 

I go to bed early and I get 
up early. 

I work long hours and 
take exercise regularly 
every day. 

I get little or no financial 
reward for this self denial. 

— All this is going to stop 
when I get out of prison. 

Anon 


The cold winter approach- 
es 

Like the song of a snow 
white dove 

A crystal frosty morning 
The icy touch of love. 

by Alan and Jon 


Four ducks on a pond, 

A grass bank beyond, 

A blue sky of spring, 

What a little thing 
To remember for years, 

To remember with tears. 

By Jon for Cora 
(Alan and Jon are young 
offenders in Oxford Prison.) 


These are the chaplains 

Aylesbury HMYOI: H. Potter. 

Aylesbury (0296) 24435 
Bullingdon Prison: (opening Spring 1992): 

J. Howard. Milton Keynes (0869) 321367 
Grendon Prison: F. James. 

Grendon Underwood (0926) 770301 
Spring Hill Prison: (same telephone number 
and chaplain as Grendon prison) 
Huntercombe HMYCC: 

R. R. Earnshaw 
Nettlebed (0491) 641711 
Oxford Prison: H. D. Dupree 
Oxford (0865) 721261 
Reading Prison: D. Hastings. 

Reading (0734) 587031 


YOUNG DOOR 


Spring into 
action 

Many of you will be aware 
of SPRINGBOARD — an 
annual residential weekend 
for 17-25 year-olds to meet 
together for worship, prayer, 
discussion, and some fun 
activities. What you may 
not be aware of are the 
many other good things that 
have developed, and are 
developing, from 
SPRINGBOARD. 

One thing has been the 
regular opportunity for 
young people to elect their 
representatives to the Di- 
ocesan Youth Committee. 
Another has been the forma- 
tion of the South Africa 
Group, which meets regular- 
ly to consider the difficulties 
being faced by people in 
South Africa. 
SPRINGBOARD has been 
a source of volunteer village 
leaders and helpers for the 
YELLOW BRACES week- 
end, too. And now a new 
perspective emerging from 
SPRINGBOARD is the Di- 
ocesan Youth Action Team 
(DYAT). 

Strongly connected to the 
Diocesan Youth Committee, 
the Action Team is small 
(but growing!) number of 
young people and youth 
leaders working together to 
help youth groups in our 
parishes, by developing new 
ideas and encouraging activi- 
ty days for young people. 

Their first venture was to 
help All Saints Parish in 
High Wycombe bring togeth- 
er young people from all 
their youth groups. Members 
of the guides, scouts, choir 
and ‘Kicks’, enjoyed a day 
of worship, prayer, drama 
and other activities focusing 
on the theme of Unity. 

Evangelism is very much 
at the heart of DYAT and 
we hope in our mission to 
bring more young people to 
know Jesus. The main mess- 
age is that we can show our 
love for God and each 
other through actions as 
well as words. 

DYAT will welcome your 
support in prayer and will 
also be in need of many 
keen helpers as their work 
develops. If you would like 
to get involved then do 
contact me, through Peter 
Ball, our Youth Adviser at 
Church House. 

Simon Billenness 

Simon is a member of the 
Diocesan Youth Committee. 


FOR THOSE 
WHO SIT 
ALL DAY 





Address 


TOTAL Relief from ! 
PRESSURE SORES | 

PARAPLEGICS, THE ELDERLY, etc . 


Support and comfort is assured for 
everybody who sits for extended periods. 
(Cushion fits all standard size wheelchairs). 
This medically conceived water cushion js 
available from only £14.95. 

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


Tel.. 



3 & 5 The Green 
West Drayton 
Middlesex, UB7 7PL 

Tel: (0895)442120 

Cheques should be 
made payable to: 
“Aspen Studios" 


HAVING A PARTY OR 
GETTING MARRIED? 

Try 3 for all your printing needs, invitations, 
coasters, cocktail stirrers, serviettes, name tags, 
thank-you cards, etc. 

A TOUCH OF CLASS AT BUDGET PRICES 

Phone Fred or Penny Mitchel 

PUREGOLD PRINTERS 

ABINGDON 820327 Any time! 


EMMBROOK COURT 

RETIREMENT HOUSING 
WITH A DIFFERENCE 

Security, safety and care in a beautiful setting 

Emmbrook Court, a unique new development by Retirement 
Security Ltd in Reading, is specifically designed for retired 
people who are finding it difficult to manage in their own 
homes, but do not wish to give up their independence and 
want to keep their capital intact. 

Retirement Security has been named by the consumer 
magazine "Which?" as providing comprehensive facilities 
and additional services for their customers. 

Very sheltered accommodation means that if you purchase 
a retirement home at Emmbrook Court you will not have to 
move out even if you become very frail or disabled. 

You will be completely independent, but friendly staff will 
be there every day of the year, 24 hours of the day, should 
you need them. 

At Emmbrook Court, there is a dining room offering very good 
reasonably priced meals, so that if you don't feel like cook- 
ing for yourself, you won't have to. 

Emmbrook Court is managed by local Reading people with 
a wide knowledge of services for retired folk. 

The development is close to shops, but quiet and spacious, 
fully covered by the new National House Building Code for 
Sheltered Housing. 

Owners at Emmbrook Court can also feel safe and secure 
since the developers have taken advice from both police and 
the fire authority. 

Pets are welcome, and the development is set in three acres 
of attractive, private woodland. 

Apartments available from £73,800 (shared equity scheme). 
A brochure and full information is available from: 

RETIREMENT SECURITY LTD 
15 Boult Street, Reading RG1 4RD. 

Telephone: 0734 503745 - 

(Supported by Nationwide Anglia Building Society) 


ENSTONE HOUSE 

RESIDENTIAL HOME 
FOR THE ELDERLY 

We now have vacancies for ladies/gents in twin 
rooms. DSS welcome. 

New wing opening end of November 

For further details please contact: 

Mrs Wastie or Miss Olson on 

ENSTONE (0608) 677375 



NURSING 

CARE 

Throughout Berkshire 
and its borders 

Whether you need or can offer 
help, please phone us 

New enquiries — cost free 

0800 220442 

Gardiners 


10 Church St, Caversham, Reading (0734) 476666 
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David Sitvey & Son 
Funeral Directors 
Westbourne Street 
High Wycombe 
Bucks 

Tel: (0494) 29193 


Cooks Funeral Service 
72 Broad Street 
Chesham 
Bucks 
HP5 3DX 

Tel: (0494) 791359 


24-Hours Service. Pre-payment funeral plan available 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 


|j Holloway’s ff| 

THE LOCAL FURNITURE AND 
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS WITH A 
NATIONAL REPUTATION 

A Professional Service from complete contents 
to a single item — Valuations — Free 
Pre-Sale Advice 

49 PARSONS STREET, BANBURY 
OXON 0X16 PF: TEL: (0295) 253197 
STREATLEY, BERKS TEL: (0491) 872318 


S WALLACE 

BUILDING SERVICES 

★ EXTENSIONS ★ CONVERSIONS 

★ PAINTING AND DECORATING 
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

★ CARPENTRY ★ GENERAL BUILDING 

TEL: 0491 641142 


Dry Cleaning 


by professionals 


‘The Complete Service’ 

Wedding and evening gowns. 

Attire for men. 

Personal household 
Alterations and repairs 

CHINNOR CLEANERS 

Unit 4, Middleway, Chinnor. Tel: (0844) 53775 


Presentation 
College 



OAKLAND HALL, 63 BATH ROAD 
READING RG3 2BB, BERKS 

Independent Grammar School for Boys 

OPEN EVENING 

for parents of prospective pupils 

Tuesday, November 26th at 7.30pm 
INFORMAL OPEN AFTERNOON 
Tuesday November 19th at 2.15pm 


ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS for 7 and 1 1 year old 
pupils on SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1st 1992 

(other year groups by appointment throughout the year) 


GIRLS will be welcomed in the Sixth Form in 
September, 1 992 

Over 90% pass rate at GCSE and A-level 
EXCELLENT VALUE FOR MONEY 
Further information from the Headmaster 
Tel: (0734) 572861 


THE JOHN MASEFIELD 
CHESHIRE HOME 

Burcot 

URGENTLY NEED FOR 
THEIR CHARITY SHOP 

BRIC-A-BRAC • CHINA • GLASS • 
CRAFTS • BOOKS • GOOD QUALITY 
CLOTHES • GARDENING EQUIPMENT • 
TOOLS • ETC. 

Telephone: 
( 0865 ) 340324 



Keeping 
the pot 
boiling 


W as Allan Gardiner 
eaten by 

cannibals?” a mem- 
ber of the Kneeler Group 
asked me rivetingly the other 
day. I had to disabuse her. 
Gardiner was a native of 
Whitchurch, and the memor- 
ial which commemorates him 
on the south wall of the 
parish church is described in 
one of the guidebooks as an 
object of ‘pathetic’ interest. 
The story is simply told . . . 

In 1851, the bodies of 
Gardiner and six of his 
companions were found by 
the sailors of HMS Dido on 
a freezing beach on the 
coast of Tierra del Fuego. 
The natives had stolen their 
possessions, and they had 
died of exposure. It was, on 
the face of it, the fruitless 
end to his ambition to con- 
vert the natives of South 
America to his own evan- 
gelical Christianity. 

Nor could Gardiner have 
claimed any great success 
from his earlier missionary 
journeys. A few weeks after 
the bodies were discovered. 
The Times trumpeted on 
‘the waste not only of human 
life but also of money for 
the sake of a horde of 
savages at the other end of 
the world’. The article so 
incensed people, that it led 
to the formation of the 
South American Missionary 
Society. Gardiner’s life was 
a failure. His death was a 
resounding success! 

i 

Needle Points 


B ut why did the lady I 
want to know if he had * 


by 

It’s becoming the fashion in 
church kneelers, apparently, 
to record in the tapestry 
some dramatic event or other 
in the history of the parish. 
Some years ago the vicar of 
an East Anglican parish fell 
off the church tower. It has 
supplied the ladies of his 
parish with the theme for a 
beautiful church kneeler — 
in the event another success- 
ful death. My parishoner 
was disappointed. Mentally, 
I think, she had already 
designed the pot for the 
cooking of Allan Gardiner! 


Needlework, though, 
takes the fancy of the ladies 
in many and unpredictable 
ways. At Medmenham, one 
of the parishes of the 
Hambleden Valley group, 
the top prize in a raffle to 
be drawn at the Harvest 
Supper this year was a 
patchwork quilt depicting the 
village sign. At least the 
winner will know where he 
or she is at bedtime. 

The village, though, is 
full of bright ideas. A ‘Sell 
a Tile’ campaign was suc- 
cessfully used at 
Medmenham to re-roof the 
church — at the same time 
both retailing and retiling. 
They had plenty of takers, 
including a lady who sang at 
the church in 1957 (once 
only?), a visiting missionary 
from Zambia, and the crew 
of a Canadian rowing eight 
competing at the Henley 
Regatta. And talking of 
brightness, did you know 
that the Group Rector at 
Hambleden has a pink Aus- 
tin A40? Yet another 
method, evidently, of reliev- 


ing the grinding poverty of 
the clergy. 


B ut which parishes keep 
their churches open in 
these days when sacrilege 
has become commonplace? 
And what do you do if you 
find a gang of youths in the 
building looking for the key 
to the offertory box? Father 
Michael, at St Andrew’s 
Headington, simply locked 
them in, then delivered him- 
self of a penny lecture on 
the way they were taking 
the food out of the mouths 
of the starving children over- 
seas. The gang tidied up the 
church for him and contribu- 
ted 80p towards the Ethio- 
pian Orphans Charity. 

But you can sometimes 
get good ideas from the 
telly. In his parish magazine, 
The Christian Life , Father 
Michael also acknowledges 
the services of a series of 
‘minders’ who maintained a 
rota at the church during 
the holiday period. It’s a 
good idea. Tourists have an 


|V stitch in time 



An ambitious kneeler project in Barford St Michael near 
Deddington has had unexpected — and delightful — 
consequences. Brenda Hobbs (left), who was agnostic 
when she threaded her first needle, now finds herself, 
thousands of stitches later, not only baptised and 
confirmed but serving on the PCC! The project was 
initiated by churchwarden Lindsay Ladbrook (right) and 
a friend, Gill Titcombe, and most families in the village 
got involved. Thirty five beautiful kneelers have been 
made and another 36 are in production. Many have 
family names or dedications embroidered into them. Also 
pictured is the Revd Ken Reeves, vicar of St Michael’s 
# The Royal School of Needlework’s useful guide 
Church Kneelers and How to Make Them based on the 
West and East Hanney kneeler project (featured in the 
June 1990 DOOR) is available, price £2.95, from RSN 
Mail Order, Little Barrington, Burford, Oxon. 


on-the-spot guicTe and lonely 
people have somebody to 
talk to. And so far as the 
‘minders’ themselves are 
concerned, the House of 
God is itself a lovely place 
for quiet reflection. 
Irritatingly, the local press 
nevertheless reported that 
the church was being kept 
locked! 

T here has been much in 
the Church Times re- 
cently about the crisis which 
will hit our music in the 
next few years, as fewer 
and fewer young people 
learn to play the organ. 
One of the effects of the 
‘pop’ revolution is that an 
interest in music among the 
young is far more widespread 
than for generations past. 
We should take advantage 
of it. Why should the devil 
have all the good tunes? 

All things 

But have you ever tried to 
prepare a job description 
for a church organist? Philip 
Shipman, Director of Music 
at All Saints’, Didcot, is 
retiring after twenty years 
of service, a difficult act to 
follow. The choir got togeth- 
er to discuss a successor. 
The juniors want someone 
“who is fun and makes us 
laugh, is a good teacher, 
works us hard but gives us 
proper breaks, who wel- 
comes new ideas, gets on 
with everybody and doesn’t 
force you to do the things 
you don’t want to do.” And 
the adults? They want some- 
one who is tolerant, patient, 
committed and spiritual, who 
will evangelize through the 
choir, is flexible, pastorally 
committed to members and 
their families, and is ap- 
proachable. I hope they find 
their paragon. 

The line taken by the 
parish of Little Compton is 
rather different. Jo 
Roughton, their organist, is 
retiring after 30 years. 
There’s a note of quiet 
desperation there, some- 
where. The Rector is hoping 
to find an organist some- 
where in the villages. Or a 
pianist who is prepared to 
learn to play the organ? Or 
would people like some oth- 
er form of musical accom- 
paniment to the services? It 
will be sad if the smaller 
parishes find themselves with 
redundant church organs. 

Richard Hughes 
The Revd Richard Hughes is 
Vicar of St Mary's , Whit- 
church on Thames. 


West Berkshire 
Golf Course 

Chaddleworth, Newbury, Berkshire 

A challenging 18-hole golf course 
of championship length 

VISITORS AND SOCIETIES 
WELCOME WEEKDAYS 

BOOKINGS NOW BEING 
TAKEN FOR 1992 

MEMBERSHIP AVAILABLE 

For details and bookings 

TEL: 04882 574 


Give A Weekend 
To Your Future 


SIMULATOR 
will take you on an 
overseas missionary 
experience without 
leaving the UK. 

Nov 1-3 
Feb 21 
Apr 24-26 
Only £26 
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Keneilwe’s dream comes true 


The thought of going to 
school with white people 
had never crossed my mind. 
I regarded it as an illusion, 
a dream, a wish which would 
never come true. 

My first week at St Mary’s 
was a nightmare. I had to 
make a lot of adjustments 
and I was homesick. My 
first day, after my guardian 
left I said to myself “Well, 
this is it”, then a girl burst 
into my room. “Hi, I’m 
Vicky. You must be the 
new girl from Africa. I’m 
going down town so if you 
want to come along I’ll 
come and collect you. If 
you don’t, tell me to get 
lost.” I couldn’t believe it. 
And she didn’t even bother 
to ask my name. 


For my first science lesson 
we (Miranda and I) were 
late. To my surprise we 
were the only two! I couldn’t 
believe what the rush was 
about. Being two in a class 
was another horrifying story 
but having physics and chem- 
istry textbooks was worst. I 
was used to a class of 50-60 
pupils, one textbook for 
both physics and chemistry. 
Here I was given huge piles 
of books. At home life was 
not easy. We had to face 
difficult situations: staying 
six to nine months without 
a teacher, having unqualified 
teachers, teachers not turn- 
ing up to lessons. So most 
students wrote petitions and 
boycotted lessons. 

After a few days a girl 


asked me where I was stay- 
ing. I said third floor but 
maybe due to my funny 
accent she though I said 
‘Treetops’. She asked my 
name. Being as polite as 
ever I tried to stress the 
different parts of my name. 
Then she bombarded me 
with questions. “What are 
you doing here? What are 
your parents’ qualifications? 
You are not that rich, how 
come you are here?” Of all 
my nightmares she was the 
worst. She was rude, I was 
humiliated. 

But now as I look back, I 
can say how nice and 
thoughtful everything was. I 
look back with laughter in- 
stead of hatred. Coming to 
St Mary’s School has been 
the best thing that ever 
happened to me. It’s like a 
dream come true. Every 
black child in South Africa 
who studies science wants 
to see themselves working 
in medicine or engineering. 
Ever since coming here, 
I’ve started to realise that 
life is not just medicine, law 
etc. Speaking to the teachers 
made me realise that there 
was more to life than medi- 
cine. I had to come to 
terms with a lot of things. I 
hated the red pen in my 
work. The pen which was 
trying to correct me. I now 
enjoy seeing its markings in 
my work. Coming here has 
been the best gift I was ever 
offered. Learning how to 
swim, play tennis, choosing 
what I wanted to do was 
the best. 

In this school everyone 
was kind to me. I was 
warmly welcomed by the 
headmistress and staff. I 
now feel at home and at 
ease. If thanks and praises 
were to be given, I would 
like to give them to St 
Mary’s School for making 
me what I am and what I 
will become. I would like to 
thank them for opening their 
doors to me. Let God 
strengthen them in giving 
generously to the outside 
world. I will always cherish 
the moments of being here. 

Keneilwe Mosupye 



Bringing a touch of warm sunshine to Autumn in our 
Diocese is Keneilwe Mosupye (19) from South Africa. 
Keneilwe is now studying for her A-levels in the sixth 
form of St Mary’s School, Wantage, but came from a 
school in a township where she was taught in a class of 
60 pupils. She is one of a number of students who have 
been brought to England through the Bishop’s Simeon 
Trust, set up to provide advanced English secondary 
education to South African students who would particu- 
larly benefit from it. 


THE "NO FUSS" WAY TO 
TRANSFORM YOUR HALL 



The dream staircase 
you've always wanted is just 
a phone-call away. Because 
now, you can have your old 
banisters replaced by 
beautiful timber 
balustrading, without the 
need for any structural 
changes. 

Reliable craftsmen will 
fit genuine Richard Burbidge 
Stairparts for you, with the 
minimum of fuss and mess. 

Bring timeless, 
traditional style to your 
hallway and add value to 
your home. 

Simply call us for a free 
quotation today. 


For advice and quotation telephone 
Nick Bridges and Company, 

High Wycombe, 

0494 881905 

RICHARD BURBIDGE APPROVED INSTALLER. 


^Richard 

Burbidge 

Homefit 


* 
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Jesus’ Birthday Cake! 


The collect for the Sunday 
before Advent begins with 
the words Stir Up and, by 
tradition, it is the day when 
we should stir up our cakes 
and puddings for Christmas. 
For several years we have 
stirred up Christmas cakes 
in Brill Children’s Church. 

The children are asked to 
each bring an empty cake 
tin, 4ins in diameter (an 
empty Heinz steamed 
pudding tin, opened smooth- 
ly is ideal). The mere asking 
for the tin means that most 
children will turn up the 
following Sunday because 
they know it means that we 
have some 40 young children 
making Christmas cakes! (It 
is also a good idea to 
remember to ask them to 
bring extra collection!). We 
have a washable floor where 
we meet, and we gather 
together as many wooden 
spoons as possible, four 
clean washing-up bowls, a 
pile of saucers (each child 
has to break an egg!) and 



plenty of teatowels and mop- 
ping-up cloths. 

After a song and a prayer, 
we divide the children round 
the bowls, with two teen- 
agers, and give to each 
group: 

★ A smooth word (a 500gm 
tub of soft margarine) 

★ Some sweetness (a 500gm 
packet of brown sugar) 

★ New life (8 eggs) 

★ A firm foundation (half a 
lV^kg bag of flour) 

★ Spice of life (2 teas, 
mixed spice) 

★ Fruits of the Spirit (1kg 
mixed dried fruit 


How to lob bottles 

Cast your mind back to September. The holidays were 
over, a new term begun. In a north-eastern corner of the 
Diocese, however, thirty young people aged 16 to 25 from 


Mursley Deanery were having one last weekend of fun. 

They took over the youth hostel at Ivinghoe Beacon and 
called the weekend — obscurely — Lobbing Bottles but 
there was a serious side. The Challenge of Evangelism’ 
theme was approached in different ways from sharing faith 
stories to planning an advertising campaign for the Church. 
The highlights were a hilltop Communion at sunrise and 
leading the Parish Communion service in Ivinghoe Church. 

A recurring theme in the discussions was the lack of 
support for young people in their home churches. Says 
Charlotte Sainsbury (17) from Cheddington.: “The only 
way to change this is to convince them that we have an 
important part to play in the Decade of Evangelism.” 


★ Strength (half a tin of 
black treacle) 

★ Christianity — salt of the 
world ( a pinch of salt) 

★ The meaning of life 
(Vanilla Essence) 

Each group stirs every- 
thing together — and then I 
add a dash of sherry to each 
bowl — the Spirit! 

The tins are labelled or 
marked by name, and the 
teenagers fill each child’s tin 
with cake mixture. I then 
put all the tins on to large 
roasting tins and cook the 
cakes at home. A mother 
helps me to put a star on 
each cake, made with white 
fondant icing, with a red 
candle holder in the middle. 
The cakes are then put on 
to small white paper plates 
and into small polythene 
bags with a white candle. 
Each bag is labelled with 
the child’s name and put at 
the back of the church on 
the Sunday before Christ- 
mas, when we have our 
Nativity Presentation. The 
children are asked to take 
their cakes home and, on 
Christmas Day, they have 
Jesus’ birthday cake. 

Everyone enjoys Stir Up 
Sunday (you’ll never look at 
Christmas cakes in the same 
way again!) and the children 
have learned from shared 
activity, have had some 
spiritual teaching as the in- 
gredients are added, and 
hopefully will be reminded 
of Jesus on Christmas Day! 

Jane Bugg 

Jane Bugg is married to the 
vicar of Brill where she 
helps to organize the 
Childrens Church. 


The AA now 
has driving 
schools. 

AA-approved instructors are all fully 
qualified and will offer the finest 
standard of instruction available. 

To find out 
more phone 
your 

local branch 
free on 

0800 

60 70 80 


The Driving School 
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WE GIVE A FULL 


10YEAR 
GUARANTEE 
ON AIL BEDS 
G MATTRESSES 


THArS UNIQUE 




We supply 
hotels, 

contract and I 
retail shops [ 
during the 
week, but 
YOU can 
buy at the 


same low wholesale prices on 
Saturdays. Our massive buying 
power enables us to offer 
massive discounts that you'll 
find hard to believe! - but true. 


HOLESALE 


SOFA BED BARGAINS 

The largest selection of 
sofa-beds in the country 

Modern & Traditional styles — fixed or loose 
covers — 2,3 or 4 seater sizes — 1000’s of covers 
and colours to choose from 

3 Fold Metal Action ....From £249 

Remnant Sleepers From £429 

Lots of Futons From £119 

Foam Flip Outs From £99 

‘A’ Frame styles .From £199 
i££^J|^Click Clacks ...From £329 
All these prices 
include VAT 


Jumfilux, Hypnos, Myers, Rest 
Assured, Silentnight, Sealy, 

Speepeezee, Sprung Slumber, 
Vi-Spring, Dunlopillo, Slumberland" 

Mattresses From £29 ^ 

Bunk beds From £129^ 

2 in 1 beds From £149 

“Z” beds From £29 

Storage beds From £99 

Orthopaedic beds From £115 

Pine beds From £79 

ALL THESE PRICES INCLUDE VAT 


WAREHOUSE 






Our 

warehouses 
are packed 
full of 1000’s 
of models. 

All makes, 
shapes and 
sizes all ready for 
immedicate collection or 
delivery ^ 


j J* 
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ANY MAKE, 
MODEL OR SIZE 

££ T £C[) I.OWtST.lSea 
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DREAMS DISTRIBUTION 
WHOLESALE WAREHOUSE 

Crusader Estate, Halifax Road 
(Cressex Industrial Estate) 

HIGH WYCOMBE (0494) 
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N Marlow & 
Maidenhead 


CENTRAL DEVON 

Solid Rock Guest House 

B&B + EM, which is optional, lovely home cooking, 1 
hour from the coast. 

Ideal location for walking through woods and moors. 

A very peaceful and restful holiday in a friendly Christian 
atmosphere. 

Tel: 0837 52560 


FLIGHTS ASSURED 

BARGAIN SPECIALS 

Malaga £85 Canaries £119 

Cyprus £129 Algarve £85 

Alicante £75 Palma £95 

★ Orlando £269 including car, 

£70 off for kids ★ 

Toronto £299; Australia £776 

Telephone (0905) 23978/25269 

RETAIL AGENTS FOR ATOL 


Ac USA ★ 

★ AFRICA 
S AMERICA *- 
WORLDWIDE 


EXCLUSIVE LOW FARES 
FOR MISSIONARY 
SOCIETIES. CHURCHES 
AND INDEPENDENT 
TRAVELLERS FROM 
APPOINTED RAPTIM 
AGENT 

KEY TRAVEL 

94-96 EVERSHOLT STREET, 
LONDON, NW1 IBP 
Tel: 071-387 4933 

ABTA ★ IATA ★ NAITA 


Experience the desert with 
Sinai specialists 

wind sand & stars 

Sinai and Cairo 
2-12 January 1992 
The Pyramids, Mount Sinai, 

St Catherine's Monastery 
Colour Canyon, Camel trekking 
Sleeping under the Stars 
The Gulf of Aqaba - beach 
The coral reef 
745 

Book now 

Further details of this and other 
programmes from: 

2 Arkwright Road, Hampstead 
London NW3 6AD 
071-433 3684 


rHighlands-JERSEY 


" for the best In Christian hospitality . . . 

-Las 




★ Daily Guest Speaker Ministry A Families weleomed ___ 

★ En-suite facilities all bedrooms ★ Season MAY-OCTOBER 

★ Heated outdoor swimming pool ★ Fully inclusive travel arranged 

HIGHLANDS HOTEL. Dept DR, Corbiere * St. Brelade - 
Jersey JE3 8HN • Channel Islands • Tel (0534) 44288 



Cowls 


VERONA CLOSE, COWLEY, UXBRIDGE, MIDDLESEX 
STUDIO STYLE & 1 BEDROOM APARTMENTS 

* Luxury appointed kitchen * Resident Manager 

* Medallion award electric heating * Lif t. 

9 Double plRzinP 1 the d evelo pment arm of 

j^uuuie glazing iffp- nationwide anglia building soc 

•Security entry-phone I J| Nat i 0 nW j(| e | 

* Parking |/^^K\ Hou sing Trust Ltd 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON THIS 
SPECIAL PURCHASE SCHEME 
CONTACT MISS ZOE COOK 

SOLE SELLING AGENTS 


Mm &Co. 

t Chartered Surveyors & Estate Agents 

ESTATE HOUSE, 40 STATION ROAD, WEST DRAYTON 

TELEPHONE: 0895 442711 





A FULL Y REFURBISHED 
14A CENTURY CHURCH 

ASHELDHAM YOUTH CHURCH 

can now accommodate 30 young 
people and 8 leader* in 
comfortable, reasonably priced, 
centrally heated accommodation. 

Fully equipped kitchen for self- 
catering. 

Chapel. Class/ workroom. TV and 
video. Games field. 

Situated in the Essex countryside 
between the rivers Backwater and 
Crouch. 

Ideal for sailing, canoeing, 
walking, etc. 

Now taking bookings for weekends 
and weeks in 1992. 

Details from . 

The Warden, The Revd. Ian Finn, 
The Vicarage, Tillingham, 
Southminster, Essex CM0 7TW 

Tel: 0621 778017 


SUMMER HOLIDAYS 
FRANCE & SPAIN 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast, swimming pools, restaurant, 
supermarket etc. Ferries — Flights and Insurance arranged. 

ALSO MOBILE HOME SALES ABROAD 
For details: 

G. F. Treherne, TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 
Td: (0865) 820165 (24 Hour Arowerphone) 


BAHAMAS 

WE OVER BOUGHT NOW 
AVAILABLE FOR ONLY 

£99.50 per person 

ORIGINAL COST £538.00 EACH 

INCLUDES: Cruise Florida to the Bahamas for two 
adults aboard the ocean liner Discovery 1, plus 5 
days, 4 nights hotel accommodation at the Casterway 
Resorts while in Free Port, Grand Bahamas. The 
package is value for one year. 

Flights can be arranged through our ABTA 
agent: M&V Travel, Bournemouth Travel 
Centre. 

at **bonus** * 

First 100 callers will receive 5 extra 
days in Orlando/Daytona Beach. 

CALL OUR TRAVEL 
HOTLINE NOW 

(0223) 414404 
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The "Melbury" Hotel 
for the Disabled 

CRANBQRNE ROAD, SWANAGE, DORSET 
Telephone: Swanage (0929) 422477 

The Melbury Private Hotel is a delightful, friendly hotel. It is within 
easy reach of the holiday attractions at Swanage — just three minutes 
from the sea, the shops and the theatre. 

It has a pleasant dining room with an exccellent standard of cuisine. In 
the three spacious lounges, colour television and bar facilities are 
available. A variety of entertainment from coach outings to sing-songs, 
bingo to threate visits are organised. All bedrooms have hot and cold 
running water. The hotel has its own car park, free to guests. 
FACILITIES FOR GUESTS: 

1. Wide entrance doors on level ground. 

2. All internal doors minimum 30" wide. 

3. Dining Room and Lounges on ground floor with access to ground 
floor toilets and bathroom. 

4. Licensed bar. 

5. Lifts for wheelchairs to first floor and second floor for more able 
guests. 

6. Bedrooms: 6 ground floor and 13 first floor rooms suitable for 
wheelchairs and disabled. Second floor bedrooms for more able guests. 

7. Delightful gardens and patios expressly designed for your enjoyment. 

8. Open all year — reduced out of season rates — Christmas and New 
Year festive packages a speciality. 

9. Ambulance with wheelchair lift for outings. Loaned by the 
TRANSAID TRUST. 

10. Sat/TV available. 

28th April and 5th May. Return coach pickup from Rectory Road, 
Oxford. 
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Christchurch, Cambridgeshire. 
— 

The Centre for Quiet & Comfort 
Super Home Cooking 

Individuals, Families and 
Groups of up to 30 people, 
welcomed throughout the year. 
— ^ — 

Retreat Programme 
Telephone for a Brochure. 

— — 03548 - 384 — — 


BAPTIST HOUSE 

DAY CONFERENCE 
FACILITIES AT DIDCOT 

Quality, pleasant 
facilities for retreats 
and conferences. 

For full details and booking form 
please contact: 

The Manager, 
Jonathan Spider, 
BAPTIST HOUSE LTD., 

PO Box 58, 129 Broadway, 
Didcot, Oxon 0X11 8XD 
Tel. (0235) 512077 
Fax. (0235) 811537 


STANTON HOUSE 

Stanton St John, Oxford OX9 1HQ 
Proprietor: Stanton House Trust 
Tel: (086 735) 8807 

Retreat House, 19th century house set in spacious grounds and located in 
peaceful surroundings near Oxford. Offers adults refreshment for spirit, mind 
and body in an informal family atmosphere. Guests are encouraged to 
structure their own day but staff welcome fellowship and are available for 
prayer. Home cooking a speciality. Informal worship after evening meal. 
ROOMS: 8 guest bedrooms. 

TARIFFS: There are no fixed charges for accommodation. Guests are invited 
to contribute to as much as they can to the cost of their stay and guidance on 
estimating is available. 


Nagtwidf) 

Christian 

Conferences 

,v v. On the Campus of 

ifJEUM 

Dili _ 


Bible College 


JUST RELEASED a ten 

minute tour video of the 
conference centre, 
as k for details. 


Do you ever feel the need to get 
away from it all? 

We provide the ideal facilities for church 
retreats, training seminars, church or family 
holidays, week or day conferences, coach day 
trips. 

Excellent menu choice • good 
accommodation and service# attractive and 
spacious location • up to 40 places all year 
round 1 140 places during easter and 
summer. 

For brochure and booking form please write to: 
Conference Manager, Dept TD, Nantwich Christian Conferences, 
London Road. Nantwich. Cheshire CW5 6LW Tel: (0270) 623959 


“SHERINGHAM COURT” 
MAIDENHEAD 

Small development of easy to care for 
1 and 2 bedroomed retirement flats. 
Situated in pleasant gardens in quiet 
road close to shops. 

Prices from £62,000 

FREE CARPETS AND FREE REMOVALS 

For details tel. 0628 26621 


CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE GUEST 
HOUSE & CONFERENCE CENTRE 

30 Alexandra Road, Southport, Merseyside PR9 9HH 
Apply Managers — Tel: (0704) 538764 

Open all the year for holidays and conference weekends 
‘out of season'. Families welcomed. Reduction for children. 
September-May reduction for Senior Citizens. Car park. 
Christmas house party. Situated near Southport's famous 
Lord Street. Good area for touring North West. Enjoy a 
happy, restful and refreshing holiday with good food and 
fellowship. 

ROOMS: 20 includingfamily, twin and single. 

TARIFFS: On application. 
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INFERENCE CENTRE 



Set in seven acres of beautiful Warwickshire 
countryside, Nettle Hill is the ideal setting for 
your weekend or mid-week conference. 

• Full board accommodation 

• 19 twin & multiple rooms (4 with en suite facilities) 

• Easy access to motorways 

• Close to historic Coventry and Shakespeare country 

Brochure from: 

Nettle Hill Training & Conference Centre, 
Brinklow Road, Ansty, Coventry CV7 9JL 

Telephone: 0203 602777 


Retreats! 


SUFFOLK/ 

NORFOLK 

BORDERS 

Christian 
Retreat House 

For rest, refreshment and renewal. 
Single/twin and double bedrooms for 
up to 19 guests. Quiet room/Chapel. 
Comfortable home with modem facilit- 
ies, spacious grounds bordering on 
River Waveney. Facilities available for 
individual and group retreats. Counsel- 
ling available if required. 

SAE for further details 
QUIET WATERS 
Flixton Road, Bungay 
NR35 1PD 
0986 893201 


ECTON HOUSE 

OPEN RETREATS 
IN 1992 

“An Exercise in Mindfulness” 
Feb. 3-6, Conducted by the 

Reverend Sean Cathie £95 

“Send my Roots Rain” Mar 
20-22, Conducted by Penelope 

Eckersley £80 

Deposit £5 per person 
Prices inclusive of VAT 
at 17.5% 

For further details contact 
The Reverend Peter Naylor 
Ecton House, Church Way 
Ecton, Northampton 
NN6 0QE 
0604 406442 




AMMERPOWN 

CENTRE 


|T^ PEACEMAKING AS A 

yM B WAY OF LIFE 

0 A Two Day Workshop on the Understanding 

on the Understanding and Resolution of 
Conflict led by the Bradford School of 
Peace Studies 
NOVEMBER 20th-22nd, 1991 

Conflict can be destructive but can also bring opportunity and 
growth to individuals and organisations. In this course participants 
will share their experiences of conflict and how they might be 
constructively resolved. 

For further details apply to: Mrs Esther Robinson 
THE AMMERDOWN CENTRE 
Radstock, Bath BA3 5SW 

10761)433709 


GREENSIDE CHRISTIAN 
ALLIANCE HOLIDAY AND 
CONFERENCE CENTRE 

14 Royal Esplanade, Westbrook, Kent CT9 5DX 
Managers: Elizabeth and David Morrow 
Tel: (0843) 221107 

The house is set in its own grounds and offers 5 miles of level 
walks beside the sea. Ideal for Canterbury, Dover, Deal, 
Sandwich and Dickens Broadstairs and ferries to France. The 
beach is safe and sandy and has boats and sailboard for hire; 2 
lounges, TV, table tennis, mini-golf, croquet. Morning prayers. 
ROOMS: 11 singles, 6 twin, 2 family (en suite available) 


OXFORD (HEADINGTON) 

OPEN PLAN FLAT 

WITH SEPARATE KITCHEN AND BATHROOM 

£ 53,000 

The retirement accommodation of excellent quality 
for mainly professional and academic people. 
Brochure and details from: 

The Administrator, 

Emden House, Banton Lane 
Headington, Oxford OX3 9JU 
Tel. Oxford (0865) 60217 


The Wycliffe Centre because.. 



SEASIDE VENUES 


WESTON-SUPER-MARE - HASTINGS - SCARBOROUGH 
BLACKPOOL - BOURNEMOUTH - LLANDUDNO - PAIGNTON 

ALL OFFER GOOD FACILITIES FOR YOUR 

CONFERENCE 

(Weekend or midweek) 

CHURCH WEEKEND 

OR 

GROUP HOLIDAY 

Please send me your new brochure □ 
Coach Party leaflet □ Conference leaflet □ 

Name 

Address 

DOOR, 1091 


NATURAL! 

Beautiful surroundings is 
only one advantage of a 
conference at the 

WYCLIFFE CENTRE 

For Brochure: Conf. Mgr. W., 
Wycliffe Centre. Horsleys 
Green, High Wycombe. 
Bucks HP14 3XL 
0494 482521 


VALUE! 

More for your money is 
only one advantage of a 
conference at the ' 

WYCLIFFE CENTRE a 

For Brochure: Conf. Mgr W.. X 
Wycliffe Centre. Horsleys Green, a 
High Wycombe. Bucks 


HP14 3XL, 0494 482521 




482521 * 
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METHODIST HOLIDAY HOTELS, 212 KETTERING ROAD, 
NORTHAMPTON NN1 4BN. Teleohone 0604 32792 


THORNLEIGH 

“. . . in a beautiful 
country corner." 




With new, improved conference facilities, we can offer accommo- 
dation for up to 54 guests. Ideal for church weekends or holidays 
with delightful settings and excellent home cooking. Ground 
floor bedrooms for disabled guests. Lake Windermere 'only 15 
minutes by car. Easy access from M6 Motorway. 

Further details from: 

The Manager, Thornleigh, The Esplanade 
Grange over Sands, Cumbria LA 11 7HH 
Tel: (05395) 32733 
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COMMUNITY OF 
THE KING OF LOVE 

Available for Conferences 
and Church Weekends 

Also a programme of 
organised retreats for 1991/2 

Details from: 

The Guardians 
Whaley Hall Reservoir 
Stockport SKI 2 7BL 
Telephone: (0563) 732495 


DON’T OVERLOOK THE MISSION FIELD ON YOUR DOORSTEP 



k HUNDREDS OF RURAL CHURCHES REQUIRE ASSISTANCE 
AND ENCOURAGEMENT IN EVANGELISM 

it MANY CHURCHES FACE CLOSURE BECAUSE OF A 
DECLINING MEMBERSHIP 

★ FEW CHURCHES HAVE LOCAL LEADERSHIP AND 
RESOURCES ARE LIMITED 

★ YOUR SUPPORT WILL STRENGTHEN OUR 
MINISTRY 


"NO PLACE TOO SMALL • NO TASK TOO GREAT " 



STACKLANDS 

RETREAT 

HOUSE 

West Kingsdown 
Near Sevenoaks 
Kent, TN15 6 AN 
Telephone: (0474) 8552247 

This home of the Society of Retreat 
Conductors, is an Anglican Centre 
for the giving of retreats according 
to the Spiritual Exercises of St 
Ignatius Loyola, which are a series 
of Scripture-based meditations de- 
signed to help retreatants to become 
more of their true self, to become 
more Christ-centred, to respond 
more fully to God’s love. 
Please write or telephone for 
further details 


LETTONHALL r r 


Affordable accommodation for up to 125 from doubles 
to dormitories. Country-house style living in the main 
hall or rooms in the converted stables grouped round 
the cobble courtyard of Dolphin Court. Be away from it 
all in the heart of rural Norfolk, yet within easy reach 
of a host of interesting places. Self-eater or be catered 
for. Supervised go-karting on 400m track, plus plenty 
of grounds for outdoor sports, wooded walks, barbecues, 
etc. Special reductions for children and midweek 
bookings. 

Contact Peter Carroll for more information 
TEL: (0362) 620717 

Shipdham, Thetford, Norfolk IP25 7SA 



A HOUSE FOR THE LORD ... 
... A HOME FOR HIS PEOPLE 


I 


— WYDALE - 1 

York Diocesan 
Ay Centre 

ENJOY THE PEACE 
AND BEAUTY 

Res rdentiai Centre (or Conferences, Re- 
treats. Ouiet/Heahng Days, Business 
Seminars and Holidays. Accommodation 
for groups up to 56 guests and individuals 


SCHOOL OF HEALING PRAYER* 
9-12 MARCH, 1992 
Cannon R. Lawrence 
Also, self catering Emmsus Centre for 
up to 30 guests 


Uf m n a m m IA.J . .^-1- V-_4. 
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Annan Court Conference and Holiday Centre 

Complete conference and holiday facilities. 1 5- 
1 75 people. Large meeting, dining, lounge, 
recreation room, sports bam. Annan Court is 
available for use by groups, families and 
organisations. Central heating. Hot and cold in all 
bathrooms. Swimming, tennis etc. Catering and 
bedding available or self-eater. Many places of 
interest. 

ROOMS: 40-50 bedrooms to suit singles, couples, 
families and young people. 

TARIFFS: Self-catering £7 including VAT. Other 
details on request. 

Easons Green, Nr Uckfield, East Sussex, TN22 5RE 

Booking Secretary: Mr Vince Tel: (082 584) 387 
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DAVID WASLEY M.A. ATC AMGP 
ARTIST IN STAINED GLASS. 
CONSERVATOR and 
FERRAMENTA specialist. Tel: 
0494 23978. Somerset House, 145 
London Rd, High Wycombe, Bucks 
HP1 1 1BT. 

BLUE ALTER frontal, burse and veil. 
Pulpit, lectern falls, stole and offertory 
bags. Phone: 0296 630042. 


HOLIDAY HOUSE in Cotswold village 
Sleeps six plus cot. Loving care 
available for disabled. £100 per week. 
Tel: Davenport 0608 730049 

CHRISTIAN FRIENDSHIP/MAR- 
RIAGE INTRODUCTIONS. Singles 
Fellowship Groups. Social Events (Ox- 
ford). Holidays. CFF, Dept C6. Eden- 
thorpe, Doncaster. 


Old Chapel Restorations 

DOES YOUR FURNITURE LOOK AS 
IF IT’S SEEN BETTER DAYS? 

THEN RING 0327 61699 

Re- veneering, Marquetry, French Polishing and Small Cabinet Work. 
Contact John Curie for all your needs 
ESTABLISHED SINCE 1980 


ST MARTIN’S 
Fenny Stratford 

ORGANIST/ 
DIRECTOR 
OF MUSIC 

required. Parish Mass and monthly 
Evensong plus occasional festivals. 
Choir training skills, RSCM affiliated. 
Salary c £900 plus fees. 

Contact: 

Revd Stephen Huckle 
The Vicarage, Manor Road 
Fenny Stratford 
Milton Keynes, MK2 2HW 
Tel: 0908 372825 
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?? UMESCALE V. 

BATH RESTORATION 

★ Chemical cleaning 

★ Polishing 

★ Re-enamelling 
Free advice and quote 


Tel. (0734) 311982 (anytime) 


CASTLE COURT 
FUNERAL 
SERVICE 

A private family 
business that cares, 
serving Chiltern and 
South Bucks area. 

90 Broad Street, 
Chesham, Bucks HP5 3ED 
5? Chesham (0494)791931 


AUTHORS 

Your book published 

All subjects including 
Memoirs, Religion, Poetry, 
Children’s Stories and 
Fiction. 

New authors welcome. 
Write for details to: 

ADELPHI PRESS 

(Dept A24), 4/6 Effie 
Road, London SW6 1TD 


PRATTS OF 
DORCHESTER 

Established 1945 

Engine Centre, Short & Full 
Engines. Gearboxes. Large stock of 
manual gearboxes. Differentials — 
large stock. Cylinder Heads — large 
stock. 

★ FITTING SERVICE 
★ MoT TESTING STATION 
Quality and Reliability at 
Reasonable prices 

COURTESY CAR FREE ON MAJOR 
REPAIRS 

Tel: OXFORD 340463 



JERRAMS 

BROTHERS 

FUNERAL 

DIRECTORS 

108 OXFORD STREET 
WOODSTOCK 
OXFORD OX17 1TX 
Telephone: 
811491/812346 


UNEMPLOYED 

EXECUTIVES 

Support, advice and 
encouragement offered 
by an experienced, 
qualified, ex-senior 
manager/director. 

One-to-one 

consultations, help with 
job search, preparation 
and production of CV’s, 
interview techniques and 
personal presentation. 
Reasonable terms. First 
hours’ consultation free 
with no obligation. 
Please telephone 
UEX-TIMESLICE 

21 Broadway, 
Maidenhead, Berks 
SL6 1 JK. (0628) 785466 



PLANNING 

YOUR 

WEDDING? 


Make a lovely service even 
better, have your favourite 
music sung during the 
signing of the Register. 
For friendly advice contact: 

Alison 
L’Estrange 
Tel: 084428427 


Original Joinery 

Beautiful bookcases, cabinets and fitted furniture, 
architectural joinery and restoration work for period buildings. 
For individual design and traditional skills contact Anna Hoare. 

Original Joinery Tel: (0865) 741754 or (0367) 240255 


(Reliability 
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Cjuloquc tree on request 
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Reading about Mission 


Mission is the story of God, 
people and places. The peo- 
ple who have been part of 
this story have been both 
prominent leaders and un- 
known saints within God’s 
Church. Their lives and their 
writings challenge every 
church congregation to make 
Mission the centre of their 
shared life and fellowship. 

Stephen Neill was a great 
missionary bishop. His A 
History of Christian Missions , 
(second edition. Pelican 
1986) gives an exciting 
overview of how Christian 
good news spread world- 
wide. He illuminates the 
spread of the Gospel through 
the Roman Empire, the 
setback of the Crusades, the 
achievements and disap- 
pointments of the medieval 
Roman Catholic missionar- 
ies, the successes of the 19th 
century Protestant mission- 
ary movement, and some of 
the lessons which the 20th 
century Church has had to 
learn in its wake. 

A man who challenged 
the institution of the Church 
(so as to let the Gospel be 
Good News again) was Vin- 
cent Donovan. This Roman 
Catholic priest working 


among the Masai in East 
Africa noted how fruitless 
much missionary work was. 
Instead, he got alongside 
local people and helped them 
to express the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ in their own 
words and concepts. And 
here is the challenge of his 
book which is Christianity 
Rediscovered (SCM, 1982) 
subtitled ‘An Epistle from 
the Masai’ (written to the 
Church in the West): beware 
lest We become so 
institutionalised that our pat- 
terns of worship appear 
mumbo jumbo to our secular 
neighbours; beware lest the 
Gospel bears no more fruit 
among us than among the 
Masai. 

One of the great chal- 
lenges facing Christians to- 
day is the competing truth 
claims of other faiths. This 
is nothing new, either to the 
New Testament or in the his- 
tory of Mission. Bishop Ken- 
neth Cragg describes the 
Christian missionary’s task as 
to get alongside those of an- 
other faith as Christ’s faithful 
ambassador. He is to be ap- 
preciative of the host’s com- 
munity while at the same 
time be faithful to the Word 
of Christ whose ambassador 



God in action 


“I am a witness to the 
power of God to reach 
people who are behind the 
veil of Islam. That veil can 
be torn away, so that they 
can see Jesus, hear him 
and love him.” 

In The Torn Veil (Marshall 
Pickering, £2.50) Gulshan 
Esther tells the remarkable 
story of her search for heal- 
ing which led her, a devout 
Muslim from a wealthy fam- 
ily in Pakistan, to faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

This is a book to be read 
with profit by Christians, to 
show us how God can be 
found by those who truly 
seek him, and how he can 
change people’s lives. It is 
also a book to be kept to 
lend to those who want to 
know more about the Chris- 
tian faith, and to those who 
say that all religions are the 
same. 

The author, who now lives 
in Oxford, writes with ap- 
preciation of Islam at its 
best, as she experienced it 
in the warmth of her own 
family. Her faith in Jesus 
Christ began in Islam: she 
started to pray to Jesus, 
with dramatic results, when 
she knew of him only from 
the Qur’an. But she is quite 
sure that Islam is not the 
answer: the assurance of 
God’s love and forgiveness 
are to be found in Jesus 
Christ alone. 


Braver than the Gurkhas 
by ‘Sikhar’ (WordBooks, 
£j.25) is an account of the 
faith and struggles of the 
small church in Nepal, writ- 
ten by Ramesh Khatry, a 
Hindu convert, while study- 
ing for a doctorate in Ox- 
ford. Because of the delicate 
political situation and the 
persecution of Christians in 
Nepal at the time of writing, 
he adopts a pseudonym and 
uses the form of a novel. 

This sensitive and vivid 
story of the impact of the 
Christian faith on the Hindus 
in a Nepali village both 
informs and challenges our 
often insular, comfortable 
Christianity in Britain. 

Clare Wenham 
Clare Wenham , a former 
book editor , is Assistant Li- 
brarian at Wycliffe Hall 
Theological College , Oxford. 


he is. In his Call of the 
Minaret (second edition, 
Collins, £7.95), Kenneth 
Cragg helps us to listen to 
the deep life of prayer prac- 
tised five times daily within 
the mosques of Islam. He 
helps Christians see beyond 
the apparent institutional in- 
flexibility of Islam. Such a 
book prepares the way for 
the ambassador to explore 
ways in which the true Jesus 
Christ of Christianity fulfils 
some of the deepest longings 
of the Muslim heart. 

As a Christian from Pakis- 
tan, and as the new General 
Secretary of the Church 
Missionary Society, Bishop 
Nazir-Ali in his book From 
Everywhere to Everywhere 
(Collins, £8.95, 1991) stress- 
es that Mission is God’s 
work. Its origin is the com- 
paratively simply phrase of 
Jesus Christ that his apostles 
should go out and make dis- 
ciples of all nations (Mat- 
thew 28). However, having 
recently been responsible 
both for the planning and 
the co-ordinating of the 1988 
Lambeth Conference, 

Bishop Michael is fully aware 
of many different contexts 
within which this simple 
mission command has to be 
worked out. 

His book, therefore, is 
both a history of the practice 
of Mission in each of the 
major churches — oriental, 
eastern and western — but 
also a theological basis for 
present and future Mission 
in its contemporary settings. 

The heresy of Mission 
studies is to know about 
Mission but do nothing. A 
selection of these books read 
personally and shared within 
your local church may both 
inform about Mission and 
avoid this serious Mission 
heresy. * 

Godfrey Stone 

The Revd Godfrey Stone is 
Tutor in Mission at Wycliffe 
Hall , Oxford . 



Do you want to make more 
of Advent? How can you 
celebrate Christmas in a 
simpler way? God y s Coming f 
a new Advent course publish- 
ed by the Department of 
Parish Resources, aims to 
help you explore questions 
like these in four sessions. 

This imaginative course is 
meant for small groups. Cop- 
ies cost 25p from Church 
House, North Hinksey, Ox- 
ford. Please add postage for 
orders of .ten or less. 


Did you pass Norman 
Tebbitt’s cricket-test? Were 
you affected by the Nation- 
. ality Bill? Most people will 
remember the Tebbitt 
loyalty test, I imagine 
although the Nationality Bill 
had far more significant im- 
plications to minority 
groups: to those who already 
‘belonged’ to Britain as well 
as those who wrongly assum- 
ed that they did. Whatever 
your answer to the above 
questions, if you were con- 
cerned about the issues 
involved in ‘belonging’ (as 
part of a minority group) to 
Britain, you will find Be- 
longing to Britain: Christian 
perspectives on a plural 
society by Roger Hooker 
and John Sargent (Editors) 
(CCBI Publications, £9.95) 
an interesting book. 

It is acknowledged to be a 
group effort, despite each 
essay being attributed to a 
single author. It comes with 
a Foreword by Bishop John 
Taylor, and even a Critique 
of itself by Gavin d’Costa, 
an East-African Asian Cath- 
olic. There are two essays 
about historical and theo- 
logical perspectives on na- 
tionhood, with discussions 
on the significance of being 
the ‘chosen nation’ in the 
context of Israel and Britain. 
The next section is a ka- 
leidoscope of experiences of 
‘belonging’ to Britain from 
a Scot, a Welshman and 
two women, one indigenous 
and the other (Sybil Phoe- 
nix) who is an immigrant 
from the West Indies. Final- 
ly, two essays argue that the 
Christian attitude towards 
pluralism, especially relig- 
ious pluralism, should be of 
acceptance and affirmation. 

It is disappointing that 
there is only one essay in 
which the pain and despair 
involved in belonging to a 
nation where one feels un- 
welcome comes through. 
In fact, the juxtaposition in 
the middle section of the 
Scottish and Welsh and even 
the white female experiences 
with that of Dame Sybil, 
although intellectually justi- 
fiable, seems to display in- 
sensitivity, and a lack of 
appreciation of the scales 
involved. It is difficult to 
identify the readership aimed 
at, by this book especially 
as the publishers claim that 
it is “intended to promote 
discussions”, and some ques- 
tions for group use are 
included. Again, there may 
be those who would criticise 
it for the (deliberate) 
omission of direct statements 
from people of other faiths, 
but I am happy that the 
specifically Christian exam- 
ination of the pluralism of 
Britain is valid and useful. 

Anna Thomas- Betts 
Anna Thomas- Betts is a 
lecturer at Imperial College , 
She was brought up in India. 


NEW DAY 


INTRODUCTIONS 

Wc exist to introduce you to that 
someone special, whether you arc 
single, widowed, or divorced. 

Wc arc offering you a Professional 
Introduction Service run by caring 
Christians, exclusively for Christians. 

WRITE FOR DETAILS (ENCLOSING A 
URGE S.A.E.) TO: 

NEW DAY INTRODUCTIONS (Dept TD) 
S. Vale Terrace. Waterfoot, Ross end a It. 
Lancashire. BB4 9JQ 


CAPSTONE ARCHWAY 
& COMPANY 

106 Cardigan Street 
Oxford, 0X2 6BW 

For all your stationery and office 
supplies, equipment and 
furniture, with friendly and 
efficient service at low cost just 
ring Bill Wilson on 
(0865) 58557 


CSCT 


NEW, USED & 
PERIOD OFFICE 
FURNITURE 

■ - ^ • Unbeatable discounts on 

modern office furniture 

[L • Reproduction and antique 
desks 

• Best selection of used office furniture 
in Home Counties — all at keenest 
terms 

MorvFri 9am-6pm 
Sat by appointment only 

Immediate cash for your surplus 
office furniture 


COMP-STAT 

The Old Mill House. Aylesbury 
Road. Wing. Bucks. LU7 OPE 

Tel: (0296) 688543 


RETIREMENT 

APARTMENT 



COWLEY 

UXBRIDGE 

MIDDLESEX 

£45,000 

Contact: Miss Zoe Cook 
SELLING AGENT: 

R. WHITLEY & CO. 
Tel: (0895) 442711 


CERTIFICATE IN COUNSELLING (aeb) 
Professional Training in Counselling 
Students may be currently counselling, or using the 
skills, new to the subject or exploring an interest. Two 
courses are available - 1 based on theory A the other on 
skills. Completion of both comprises the COMBINED 
CERTIFICATE IN COUNSELLING (AEB) the entry 
requirement for the DIPLOMA (AEB) programme. 
OCTOBER 1990 - JULY 1991 
1 evening a week in Oxford 
Th« Centre for the Advancement of Counselling 
CAC Externally validated a nationally recognised CAC 
For further information: Registrar. Centre House. 

56b Hale Lane. London NW7 3 PR. 

081-906 4833 (24 hrs) 


PEGGIES POSIES 

HANDMADE IN SILK FLOWERS 
Weddings a Speciality 
Church Decorations. Also Birthdays 
and Anniversaries. 

Guaranteed Personal Service 

34 Mortimer Drive 
Old Marston, Oxford 
Oxford (0865) 727182 
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A live link with Africa 

0 



The Beaconsfield & Penn 
Fellowship of Churches 

St Teresa’s (Roman Catholic), St 
Mary’s (Anglican), St Michael’s 
(Anglican), St Thomas’ (Angli- 
can), Holy Trinity, Penn (Angli- 
can), United Reformed Church, 
Baptist Church, Methodist 
Church, Church of Friends 
(Quaker). 

The Unity of Churches 
in Bungoma 

Church of the Province of Kenya 
(Anglican), Roman Catholic, Re- 
form Church of East Africa, 
Baptist Church, African Church 
of Israel Nineveh, Salvation 
Army, Church of Friends 
(Quaker), Pentecostal, Church of 
Bethesda, Church of God. 
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I n a corner of our Diocese lies one end 
of a link that is humming with activity. 
The Link is between the churches in 
Beaconsfield and the churches in Bungoma, 
a small town in Fenya near the border 
with Uganda. The plural ‘churches’ is 
significant, because the Link is ecumenical 
and embraces all denominations. 

The Fellowship of Churches in 
Beaconsfield was born in 1983, and one of 
its first objectives was to take a practical 
interest in the Third World. A prominent 
lay member who had spent many years in 
Kenya knew of the Unity of Churches in 
Bungoma, and in due course the Link was 
forged. The photograph (top right) shows 
the group of founding members who went 
out in 1985 to inaugurate the Link. 

Every year since then, there have been 
frequent visits backward and forwards 
between the two towns. In 1986 a group of 
15 young Bungomans spent three weeks 
staying in English homes, and the next 
year a return visit was made by 15 young 
Beaconsfield people. Last year there was a 
teacher exchange during which teachers 
from each town taught at each others’ 
schools for three months. Besides these 
‘official’ visits, there are frequent informal 
trips — and it is becoming popular among 
local school-leavers to spend some time in 
Bungoma before going on to university. 
All visitors there are hosted in local 
houses — often the traditional mud huts 
— and they always come back with 
glowing accounts of the experience. Afri- 
cans are wonderful hosts, and are always 
happy to welcome guests. 

The essential feature of the Link is that 
it is seen at both ends as being between 
equals — a two-way arrangement in which 
each side has much to offer the other. The 
Fellowship has given practical help by 
bringing over two young Bungomans for 
two years, and training them to care for 
handicapped people. They have now re- 
turned home and are making preparations 


to care for such people in Bungoma. For 
their part, the Bungomans are continually 
showing the Veal meaning of commitment 
and worship. They praise the Lord in 
everything they do, and give thanks for 
every small blessing — often too small for 
us even to notice. 

The Fellowship in Beaconsfield believe 
they were guided into the Link, and 
regard it as a privilege which should be 
carefully nurtured. They recognise that its 
very existence has strengthened the ecu- 
menical ties between the member churches, 
all of whom play a part in the various 
activities. 

Ken PoweU y 
Chairman , 
Beaconsfield-Bungoma Link 


T he churches in Bungoma, as in many 
parts of Africa, play a large part in 
the lives of most of the people. All 
Christian denominations are represented, 
but there are also many Muslims, most of 
whom originate from other countries. 

The presence of Christians, of course, is 
testimony to the success of the early 
missionaries who overcame incredible diffi- 
culties in their quest to spread the Gospel. 
They travelled enormous distances on 
foot, suffered from many tropical diseases, 
and sustained high losses. Despite all these 
obstacles, their work bore fruit and in 
consequence, in Bungoma alone there are 
12 thriving Christian denominations. The 
people make no secret of their religion, 
and joyfully sing praises to the Lord as 


they go about their daily tasks. Indeed, 
they give thanks from the time they get up 
until they retire again to bed. 

Until recently the churches all went 
their separate ways, but about ten years 
ago the Spirit moved those of the Christian 
faith to come together and form the 
Bungoma Unity of Churches. In 1984, we 
received a letter from some people in 
England saying that their prayers had 
guided them toward forming a link with 
churches in Africa and inviting us to take 
part. 

At first we did not know what to say — 
we were apprehensive about what it would 
mean. After all, Europeans have so much 
and we have so little — what did we have 
to offer? Eventually we agreed to meet a 
party of delegates from this place called 
Beaconsfield, and they came over in 1985. 
Immediately, our fears were dispelled. It 
was clear that the Link was to be spiritual 
in nature, not material, and it was to be a 
partnership of equals. We were happy to 
sign the covenant setting up the Link, and 
in the eight years since then the relationship 
has blossomed. 

We have made many friends in 
Beaconsfield, and we do not feel like the 
poor relations. They often come over to * 
see us and stay in our houses. They help 
in our schools, and go around meeting our 
people. We are always happy to welcome 
them — as they welcome us when we go 
to see them. It is particularly good 
experience for the young people of both 
countries. 

We give thanks that God’s hand has 
guided the Link, and we pray in the name 
of His blessed Son that it will continue to 
grow in strength in Bungoma and in 
Beaconsfield. 

The Bungoma Unity of Churches 


Join our 10 day quality holiday in 
the heartland of 3 great religions! 
Prices from £695 

Since ancient times the land of Israel has fascinated and attracted 
people from all over the world. Birthplace of three great religions, 
the Jewish, Christian and Islamic, its sights are legendary. 

We are delighted to have arranged to show you the best of the 
country, old and new, in a holiday, specially organised for readers 
by Titan HiTours. 

From the moment you depart locally to take your scheduled 
British Airways you can relax with all arrangements taken care of. 
So join us — at a price as magical as the places you will be 
experiencing. 

• Local departures from and to your home area and return 
scheduled flights from Heathrow airport to Tel Aviv and return. 

• Escorted throughout Israel by experienced Titan and Histours of 
Israel representatives. 

• Full day Jour of Old Jerusalem, ascent to the Mount of Olives 
for sensational views of the city, and sightseeing tour of Tel Aviv 
and the old port of Jaffa. 

• Visits to Nazareth, Bethlehem and the Gardens of Gethsemene. 

• Journey to the Dead Sea and boat ride across the Sea of Galilee. 

• Cable car ride up to the fortress of Masada. 

All this and much more, staying in our specially selected four-star 
hotel, with nightly dinners and lavish buffet breakfasts. 
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SENI) FOR YOUR FREE 8 PAGE COLOUR BR< 

TITAN TRAVEL, HITOURS HOUSE, 

46 SOMERSET ROAD, MEADVALE, 

REDHILL RHI 6LT » * * 

TELEPHONE HOTLINE: 
' 0737 223 231 


Fur Group travel please contact 
Barbara ( ouchman 


•W?*? 



Name... 
Address . 


Post code 


Telephone(Day) 

Titan HiTours are fully bonded members of the Association of British 
Travel Agents (ABTA No: 68982) >our guarantee of quality and 
reliability. THE DOOR 
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WHAT’S ON 


Fri 29 MARCHAM. 


Choral Even- 


NOVEMBER 

Sat 2 OXFORD. Music for Advent, 
Cowley Road Methodist Church, 2- 
5pm, £5. Organised by the Music in 
Worship Foundation for anyone 
involved in Church music. Details 
0865 774254. 

Sat 2 BISHAM. A recital for the 
feast of All Saints’. 7.30pm All 
Saints Church with the church choir, 
Rhuddian Davis & guest artistes. 
Details: Alan Chapman 062 85 
23026. 

Sat 2 MARLOW. All Saints’ Fair in 
the church hall, the Causeway. 
Antiques, cakes, jams & marma- 
lades, books, white elephant, tom- 
bola etc. 10am-4pm for All Saints 
Restoration Fund. 

Sat 2-Thurs 14 OXFORD. Let us 

leave tokens' & other works. An 
exhibition by Natalie Ellett at St 
Giles’ Church. Weekdays 2-5pm, 
weekends 12-2pm. Free. Details: 
08675 2498. 

Tues 5 LONDON. ‘Enough of the 
Rhetoric'. The Charities Aid Foun- 
dation Annual Conference this year 
discusses what should be done to 
raise levels of support for charities 
in the nineties. Details: CSF 0732 
771333. 

Thurs 7 READING. An organ con- 
cert by Jonathan Melting including 
works by Grainger, Dubois, 
Mendelssohn & others. 1.00pm at St 
Laurence’s Church. Free. 

Fri 8 OXFORD. The Oxford Univer- 
sity of C.S. Lewis Society presents 
Prof. Thomas Shippey on ‘The 
Lewis Diaries: C S Lewis & the 
Oxford English Faculty in the 1920s’. 
Other meetings on Tuesdays — 12, 
19 & 26. All at 8.15pm in the Hood 
Room. Details: David Llewellyn 

Dodds, 0865 67689. 

Fri 8 MARLOW. The Big Band 
Concert. Sid Busby and nis All 
Stars. 8pm in the Court Garden, 
Marlow. £5. Details: John Miller 
0628 485893. 

Fri 8-Sat 9 ABINGDON. St Helen’s 
Church 24-hour sponsored musical 
happening for the ‘Painted Ceiling 
Fund’. Helpers including vocalists 
and musicians needed. Please contact 
Ceridwen & Robin Rees 0235 
527905. 

Sat 9 LONDON. ‘50 Ideas for 
Sunday School teachers and leaders’. 
10.30am-2.45pm at the National So- 
ciety’s R E Centre with Martyn 
White of the Scripture Press. Also 
Sharon Lovell, children's adviser for 
the Diocese of London talks about 
Spirituality and Worship. A stimulat- 
ing day for anyone involved in 
Sunday School/Young Church. Free, 
donation appreciated. Details and to 
book: Heather Collins, The National 
Society’s R E Centre, 23 Kensington 
Square, London W8 5HN, 071 937 
4241. 

Sat 9 WANTAGE. Day seminar. 
Ministry: Tony Pearce MA Messianic 
Testimony. The Church — Israel, 
the people & the Land — in this 
Decade of Evangelism. (John’s Gos- 
pel 4:22). 1 lam-2. 30pm, The 

Guildry, St Mary’s Convent, 
Dentworth Road. 

Sat 9 MERTON. Colin Dexter un- 
ravels true mystery of Inspector 
Morse. 8pm Merton Village Hall, £5 
(for St Swithins) in advance from 
Diana Proctor 086 733 294. 


Tues 12 CAVERSHAM, Reading. 
Bring & Buy Sale to support the 
work of the Church Missionary 
Society. Stalls & tombolla, refresh- 
ments including bread & soup lunch. 
Gill Poole, CMS Rep. for Oxford- 
shire will be happy to talk about the 
work of CMS and answer questions. 
10.30am-4pm 29 Priest Hill, 
Caversham. Details: 0734 481795. 

Tues 12 OXFORD. “The Council of 
Christians & Jews Fifty Years On” 
by the Revd Marcus Braybrooke, 
former general secretary, CCJ. 8pm 
St Andrew’s Church. Linton Road. 
Details: Paulette Grant 0865 778595. 
Fri 15 OXFORD. Prayer Book Sem- 
inar at Pusey House, Oxford. Speak- 
ers: Dr Graham Leonard, the former 
Bishop of London, Revd Roger 
Beckwith, Dr Raphael Trickett and 
Professor Ian Tnompson. 2-6pm. 
Details from Robert Stevens on 
0865 727470. 

Sat 16 NEWBURY. St Nicholas 
Church. Come and celebrate Mission 
Together with us at 7.30pm. Speaker: 
Revd David Cook. 

Sat 16 ABINGDON. Baptist Church, 
Ock Street. Traidcraft Sale with 
refreshments, 10-3pm. Park avail- 
able. Details 0235 527437. 

Sat 16-Thurs 28 OXFORD. An 
exhibition of the works of Nicholas 
Mynheer at St Giles' Church. Week- 
days 2-5pm, weekends 12-2pm. Free. 
Details: 08675 2498. 

Sat 16 SALFORD, nr Chipping 
Norton. The joint benefice of Little 
Compton, Chastleton, Cornwell, Lit- 
tle Rollright & Salford is holding a 
coffee morning-cum-Christmas Ba- 
zaar. Grand 5-parish draw with 
prize of Parker Knoll chair. 10am- 12 
noon Salford Village Hall. Details: 
Joy Timms 0608 84 649. 

Sat 16 READING. Recital by Ray- 
mond Isaacsoq, organ, & David 
Wilmot, baritone. 7.30pm St Barna- 
bas, Elm Road. Details: H Hands. 1 
Froxfield Avenue, Reading. 

Sun 17-Sat 23. PRISONERS’ WEEK. 
See page 13. 

Wed 20 WANTAGE. Healing Ser- 
vice. 8pm at the parish church of SS 
Peter & Paul. Eucharist with laying 
on of hands. Details: 02357 2829. 

Sat 23 OXFORD. Readings from 
the Book of Psalms’ by Paul Alex- 
ander. 8pm St Giles Church. £3 
from Blackwell Music Shop or on 
the door. 

Sat 23 OXFORD. St Andrews, Linton 
Road. Choral concert of Mozart’s 
Trinity Mass and Vaughan Williams’ 
setting of Psalm 100, Details Music 
in Worship Foundation, 0865 774254. 
Also 7.30pm on Friday 29 & 2.30pm 
& 7.30pm Sat 30. Tickets £4 & 
£2.50 for children & OAPs. Details 
& to book: 0628 664176. 

Sat 23 OXFORD. The Arc Commu- 
nity (Norham Gardens Ecumenical 
Community) quiet afternoon. Short 
liturgies with Taiz6 chants and long 
silences. Space and time to be. 2- 
5pm at 11 Norham Gardens. Details: 
0865 54885. 


450 years on 

Is your church 450 years 
old in 1992? 

If so please tell the Editor 
as soon as possible. 


Rouse & Sadler 

HEALTHCARE 

58B High Street 
Aylesbury 
0296-41 5003 

EQUIPMENT FOR THE 
ELDERLY AND DISABLED 

GIVE US A CALL TO DISCUSS 
YOUR INDEPENDENCE AND 
EASIER LIVING AT HOME OR 
OUT AND ABOUT 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9-5.30 

58B High Street 
Aylesbury. 

Tel: 415003 



Sat 23 BURNHAM, nr Maidenhead. 
The Drama Group of St Mary’s 
Church, Hitcham presents its 10th 
annual pantomime ‘Puss In Boots’. 
Performances at 2.30pm & 7.30pm. 

Sat 23 OXFORD. A Workshop on 
AIDS run by the Federation of 
Christian Caring & Counselling 
Schemes (FOCUS). Led by Adrian 
Parsons of Mildmay Mission Hospi- 
tal. 10am-4pm, Westminster College, 
Noith Hinksey. At 2.30pm the 
Bishop of Reading will chair the 
AGM. Members £10, non-members 
£12 including coffee, ploughmans 
lunch & tea. Details: Sheila Stephen 
0734 575120. 

Sat 23 GROVE. A showing of the 
film “Bamboo in Winter". An Open 
Doors production based on real 
events now happening to the suffer- 
ing house churcn in China. Entrance 
free, retiring collection. 8pm St 
John The Baptist Church Hall, 
Main Street. 


DOORWAY 

There is a danger in our 
modern world that charity 
has become so organised 
and impersonal that the 
spirit of warm service gets 
forgotten. Only a sense of 
personal concern and min- 
istering love can heal and 
hearten. 

From Journey for a Soul 
by Bishop George Appleton 


Sat 23 MAIDENHEAD. Christmas 
Fayre at St Mary's Church Hall. For 
the Thames Valley Hospice. 

Sat 23 LONGCOT. Christmas Fayre. 
Stalls, raffle, displays, car boot sale, 
refreshments. Ideal for Christmas 
presents. 1-3. 30pm in Longcot Vil- 
lage School. Proceeds to St Mary’s 
Restoration Fund. Details: 0793 
783699 (eves). 

Sat 23 HUGHENDEN. Christmas Ba- 
zaar opened by Father Christmas at 
11am. Lots of stalls plus an auction 
at 3pm. Refreshments. Details: 
David Lowe 024 024 4343. 

Mon 25 OXFORD. Rabbi Rodney 
Mariner of Belsize Square Synagogue 
speaks on “A Jewish response to 
the Decade of Evangelism 8pm 
Oxford Jewish Centre, Richmond 
Road. Details: Paulette Grant, 0865 
778595. 

Thurs 28 READING. Yukari Ojima 
on harpsichord plays Couperin, 
Scarlatti and some contemporary 
Japanese music. 1.05pm, St Laurence 
Church. 

Fri 29-Sat 30 TILEHURST, Reading. 
Christmas Market includes toys, 
cakes, lucky dip, books, refresh- 
ments. From 7.30pm Friday & 
2.30pm Saturday at St Mary Mag- 
dalen Church Hall. Details: 0734 
427850. 

Fri29-Sun I HENLEY. One Solitary 
Life', a musical Advent play involv- 
ing the community. Set in an old 
barn and with words and music 
written by church members. Gillotts 
School, 7.30pm. Ticket details from 
0491 571963/572304. 


song sung by Christ Church Cathe- 
dral Choir. Preacher: The Revd Dr 
Michael Jackson. 7pm at All Saints' 
Church. 

Sat 30 ISLIP. Islip, Noke & 
Woodeaton’s Three Parishes Fair. 
2.30pm at Islip Village Hall. 

Sat 30 CHALFONT ST GILES. 
Jordans Singers & Orchestra present 
Britten’s Saint Nicholas Cantata & 
Haydn’s Nelson Mass. 8pm Chalfont 
St Giles Church. Details: 0494 
762740. 

Sat 30 OXFORD. St Giles’ Church 
Bazaar in the parish rooms, 10 
Woodstock Road, immediately north 
of the church. llam-4pm. Details: 
08675 2498. 

DECEMBER 

Sun 1 WORLD AIDS DAY. Copies 
of a special service sheet are available 
from Margaret Jeffery, Board for 
Social Responsibility, Church House, 
Greatsmith Street, London SW1P 
3N7, tel: 071 222 9011. 

Fri 6 ISLIP. St Nicholas Day Candle 
Service, 5pm. 

Sat 7 MILTON KEYNES. Christian 
Festival United Carol Service. St 
Augustine's Church, Heelands. 8pm 
Preacher: J John, evangelist & author 
ot What's the Point of Christmas. 
All welcome. 

Sun 8. BIBLE SUNDAY. 

Thurs 12 READING. Musical reflec- 
tions for Advent with John Spencer, 
baritone and David Whittaker, pi- 
ano. Excerpts from Handel’s Messiah 
& traditional carols. 1.05pm at St 
Laurence’s Church. 

Sat 14 CUMNOR, Oxford. Cumnor 
Choral Society Christmas Concert in 
St Michael’s Church. Vivaldi’s Mag- 
nificat & lots of carols. The society 
always warmly welcomes new mem- 
bers, no auditions required. 

Fri 20-Sat 21 CHIEVELEY. Medi- 
eval mystery play — Annunciation 
to Presentation in Temple. 8pm in 
the Church of St Mary the Virgin. 
£2, children & OAPs £1 from John 
Lewis, 17 Heathfields, Chieveley, 
Newbury, Berks RG16 8TY, 0635 
248161. 

Sun 22 MEDMENHAM. Carols by 
Candlelight, 6pm, followed by raffle 
draw. Prizes include patchwork quilt 
of the village sign and other hand- 
made items. In aid of the Church 
Restoration Fund and Dove Word 
Ministries. Tickets £1 for five from 
Jane Slinn on 0628 471649. 

NOTICES 

RISE LIKE THE SUN is a festival 
of hope and freedom organised by 
Christian Aid and CAFOD in Bris- 
tol, July 17-19 1992. Music, worship, 
theatre, creche, workshops, and top 
speakers from UK, Latin America 
and the Caribbean. Details: Festival 
92, PO Box 100, London SE1 7RT. 
THE HELENSTOWE CHOIR, an 
alternative choir formed four years 
ago at St Helen’s, Abingdon is 
offering its services to the surround- 
ing area, particularly to country 
churches with limited (or no) choirs 
of their own. The choir will travel 
anywhere in the Diocese and can 
provide a choral evensong or evening 
communion service (ASB or BCP) 
to fit in with local requirements. 
Contact Peter Hills 0235 521077. 


Not on holiday 

I owe this striking phrase to David Edwards, the Provost of 
Southwark, in an article in the Church Times reviewing 
recent events in the USSR: “God was not on holiday this 
August”. 

The phrase symbolises a powerful, not to say dominant, 
note in the sacred scriptures. Israel found itself at the mercy 
of huge autocratic states, concerned only with conquest 
abroad and oppression at home. But some of these 
apparently invincible powers proved to be remarkably 
fragile. The Babylonian Empire, so seemingly secure in its 
destiny, disintegrated in a single night. As it is described in 
a masterly understatement in the book of Daniel: “That 
very night Belshazzar the Chaldaean king was slain, and 
Darius the Mede received the kingdom, being about 62 
years old” (5.30) 

The author of the book of Revelation, in a thinly-veiled 
reference to the Roman empire, predicts its coming demise 
in a single dismissive phrase: “In one hour has thy 
judgement come” (18.9). Isaiah voices what came to be a 
settled conviction for Jews and Christians: “The nations 
are like a drop from a bucket, and are accounted as the 
dust on the scales .... God brings princes to nought, and 
makes the rulers of the earth as nothing” (Is 40.15,23) 

“Surely no student of the Bible,” David Edwards says, 
“will want to dissociate God either from the warnings or 
from the lessons hammered into human skulls by history.” 
But we might go even further — surely, no responsible 
student of history, however agnostic by temperament or 
training, could altogether dissociate the events of this 
August from the activity of divine providence. “The mills of 
God grind slowly, but they grind exceedingly small.” They 
remind us, too, that with the Lord, one day is as a thousand 
years and a thousand years as one day (2 Peter 3.8.). Yes, I 
have to agree with David Edwards, “God was not on 
holiday this August”. 

Stuart Blanch 

Lord Blanch is the former Archbishop of York and the author 
of many books. He lives near Banbury. 



Mark Pritchard, the 13-year-old son of the Revd David 
Pritchard, vicar of Marcham and Rural Dean of 
Abingdon, is preparing to sing the song of a lifetime at 
the finals of the BET Choirboy of the Year Competition. 

Mark, who entered the competition last January by 
submitting a short cassette, went on to win the Midlands 
final at Birmingham Cathedral in May. Now he will 
compete against ten other regional winners at St 
George’s Church, Hanover Square, London. Then it’s on 
to the Park Lane Hotel for a slap-up dinner and the 
winning announcement. The Minister for the Arts, 
Timothy Renton, MP will present the winner with two 
cheques — £250 for himself and £2,000 for his choir. 

One of the duties of the winning choirboy is to sing at 
the Joy to the World Christmas Concert at the Albert 
Hall, to be shown on TV on Christmas Eve afternoon. 
Our very best wishes to Mark. 


Mark’s TV solo bid 


Who’s Who in the Diocese 


The BISHOP of OXFORD 

The Rt Revd Richard 
Harries Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford OX2 0NB. Tel: 
Oxford (0865) 244566. 
AREA BISHOPS AND 
ARCHDEACONS: 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE: 
The Rt Revd Simon Bur- 
rows, Bishop of Bucking- 
ham, Sheridans, Grimms 
Hill, Great Missenden, 
Bucks, HP16 9BD. Tel: 
024 062173. Archdeacon: 
The Ven John Morrison, 
60 Wendover Road, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP21 
9LW. Tel: 0296 23269. 
OXFORDSHIRE: The 
Rt Revd Anthony Rus- 


sell, Bishop of 
Dorchester, Holmby 
House, Sibford Ferris, 
Banbury, Oxon OX15 
5RG. Archdeacon: The 
Ven Frank Weston, 
Christ Church, Oxford, 
OX1 1DP. Tel: 0865 
276185. 

BERKSHIRE: The Rt 
Revd John Bone, Bishop 
of Reading, Greenbanks, 
Old Bath Road, Sonning, 
Reading RGl 0SY. Tel- 
0734 692187. Arch- 
deacon: The Ven David 
Griffiths, 21 Wilderness 
Road, Earley, Reading, 
RG6 2RU. Tel: 0734 
663459. 



in Thatcham 

EVERY SATURDAY 


LOWER WAY (off A4) 

9 am - 4 pm 

Unlimited Car Parking and Admission Free 

It makes a great day out for all the family 

IT’S A REAL BUSTER! 

CAR BOOT SALE 

Cars C4. Vans C7 

Ring (0753) 539087 for further details 

Sellers arrive from 6 JO am on (he day 






